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SP RETHE

Dec. 2015 / Jan. 2016  

• Parents’ Day Out,
     December 12

• An Evening of Caroling,
     December 13

• Christmas Eve
     December 24

From the Pastor,
Rev. David G. 
Watermulder

our house, hanging 
lights, putting up a 
Christmas tree, bak-
ing cookies, and 
lighting candles on 
our Advent wreath.  
We even have a 
little nativity set at 
home with figurines 
that Abby plays with 
and Theo puts in his 
mouth.

Each of these parts of the sea-
son is a tradition of sorts.  You 
probably have some traditions 
as well.  Maybe it is an annual 
party or two that you are invited 
to.  Maybe it is a chance to go 
caroling, or to visit your family, 
or to participate in the Christmas 
Eve service.  
The thing about traditions like 
these, is, that they can either be 
“empty repetitions”, or “full of 
meaning”.  If we put up lights in 
our house and light candles at 
dinner, but never talk to our kids 
about how Jesus is the light of 
the world, then we have kind of 
missed the point.  
If we sing Christmas carols and 
sip hot beverages, but don’t 
meditate on the meaning of 
those words, we miss the mark 
as well.  Each of the traditions of 
the season (for our church, or for 
your family, or even for yourself), 

(continued on page 2)

This year, our church 
staff is using a daily 
devotional called 
“Advent in Narnia” to 
help us reflect on the 
season.
You may remember the name 
Narnia from the CS Lewis clas-
sic, “The Lion, the Witch, and 
the Wardrobe.”  In the book, four 
children stumble upon a magic 
wardrobe (that’s a “closet” for 
us Americans), and through this 
wardrobe, they reach the enchant-
ed land of Narnia.  
The devotional author writes: “Ad-
vent is like Narnia… it’s a magical 
time, set apart from ordinary time: 
we listen to special music; we 
decorate our homes, streets, and 
clothes; we eat particularly de-
lightful and delicious foods.  We 
experience a heightened sense of 
excitement and expectation.” 
Especially for our children, these 
weeks leading up to Christmas 
can be an enchanted time, where 
family traditions and holiday treats 
abound.  My prayer for all of us is 
that we will find ways to “delight” 
in the weeks ahead.  In my fam-
ily, we will do that by decorating 

Advent in 
Narnia
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(continued from page 1)   has the possibility to bring great meaning to 
this time of year.  And each tradition has the possibility of simply be-
ing a repetition of what we always do (without knowing why we do it).  
So, enter the land of Narnia this Advent.  Enter this time of year that 
is different from “ordinary time”, with fun events and chances to sing 
and celebrate.  Remember that the first time the children in the CS 
Lewis story go through the wardrobe to Narnia, it is by accident.  They 
just stumble their way in.  But every time afterwards, each succeed-
ing visit to this strange and wonderful land, they go in on purpose.  
May it be so for us as well.  May we proceed with purpose as we find 
intentional ways to experience this season and the coming of Christ at 
Christmas!
 Peace,
 Pastor Dave

Thank you to all who attended our annual Christmas tea, helping us raise 
funds to continue our Sophia’s Layette program, providing baby necessities 
to local mothers in need.
Join one of our small group Bible studies any time:

~Most every Thursday - 

10 a.m. at PCLG in Room 8 
(this group is aka “WOW”) 

(contact Angie Smith angiecolemansmith@gmail.com)

~Second Thursday of the month - 

12 p.m. at PCLG in Room 8 
(contact Joan Brown (408)269-0787 or 

Mary Raecker maryraecker@gmail.com)

~Third Thursday of the month - 

9:30 a.m. at member homes 

(contact Pat Garland (408) 307-8436)

Presbyterian Women
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A reflection by Sue Hansen

Going once, going twice, sold! How do you rate an evening with your friends; sipping wine, sampling delicious 
appetizers, listening to a string quartet and shopping—priceless!! Thank you for making this year’s auction an 
amazing event! We surpassed our goals and set a few new records. There were about 200 items to bid on—a first 
in our auction’s history. Such variety; from potted plants and destinations to luscious desserts and art work!  It 
was a very festive evening.   

This year the proceeds from the auction will go to help support 
Immanuel House, a newly renovated home in downtown San Jose.  
Near the university, Immanuel House will shelter incoming refugees 
as they transition to their new life here.  We were so happy to have the 
managers of Immanuel House, members of the board and the very first 
resident in attendance.  
We also recognized and remembered our own Norma Rose who died 
one year ago of pancreatic cancer.  Our Silent Auction is her creation, 
and it was her final wish that this auction benefit Immanuel House. 
Martha Wills gave us an update on the residence and we raised our 

glasses in a toast to Norma. The Williams Party Rentals generously donated all the lovely claret tablecloths, 
which, incidentally, were the same color is the one the Cancer Society uses in its ribbons to recognize pancreatic 
cancer.
Norma was a fabulous cook and baker. Debuted at the auction 
was a brand new cookbook of her favorite recipes. They are 
still available, and the money will go to IH. In October, we 
kicked off our fund raiser with a dinner at Willow Street Pizza 
in Los Gatos.  Between the dinner, donations, the auction, 
and the ongoing cookbook sales, our current subtotal is over 
$13,000.  Norma would be thrilled! 
As the saying goes, it takes a village.  A big thank you to all our 
village people:  Carlo Panighetti for his techno-magic, Martha 

Wills for her presentation and 
dedication as an IH board member, 
Peggy Heath, Kathryn Smith, Fran & Dick Coulter for serving appetizers, Bob 
Ekstrand for moving all the furniture, Alan Hattman, Ruth Fong, Margaret Kvamme 
& Bobbie Chambers for being at the cashier table, Tom Grant for pouring the wine, 
Carol Smith, Essie Asher, Colleen  & Alan Hattman for running the kitchen, Kathryn 
Smith, Mindy Grant, Carolyn Rosen, and Kimberly Damore for their creative accents 
in presentation, Colleen & Alan for creating the cookbook and all those who brought 
appetizers and helped bring such a great variety of auction items, and Norma’s family.
Your auction committee thanks you for the opportunity to remember and honor 

Norma and launch Immanuel House into the new home and place of refuge in our community.
Colleen Hattman     Kimberly Damore       Mindy Grant        Carol Smith        Sue Hansen         

(photos by Beth Bordelon)                     



Preparing for Christmas
Here are some ways to celebrate Advent with your 
children and prepare for Christmas.

1.) Attend church as a family. Delight in the 
music and scripture of the season. Ask your chil-
dren to tell you about something they learned in 
Sunday School. Make time to worship together.

2.) Advent Calendar - each day the window will 
give you an activity or scripture reading. Set a 
time to open the window…maybe it’s first thing 
in the morning, maybe it’s around the dinner 
table. Whenever you choose, you will be teach-
ing your child to PAUSE and prepare for the 
birth of Jesus.

**If your child did not pick up their Advent Cal-
endar in class on November 22nd, please pick 
one up outside Ms. Lauren’s office, or email 
Lauren directly.

3.)  Gather around your Advent wreath as a fam-
ily, light the candle, and read a seasonal devo-
tion, select scripture from the Bible, or just pray 
together.

4.) This is a time of year that many people can 
feel lonely.  Remember those in need – consider 
donating food to a shelter, buy gloves or hats 
and donate to someone needy, come caroling 
with PCLG on December 13th and share your 
joyful voices with the residents of The Terraces 
and our surrounding neighborhood.

5.) Do you have a Nativity scene at home? Con-
sider setting it up in stages rather than having 
everything out as soon as your Christmas deco-
rations are displayed.  The first night, display the 
stable, and each night after add another piece.  
Allow your children to (delicately, if it’s a fragile 
set) move Mary and Joseph closer to the stable 
each night, set baby Jesus out on Christmas 
morning, and have the wise men and shepherds 
“travel” after Christmas.  This is one way to illus-
trate the story to our children.

Remember, Christ comes whether our preparations 
look like they come straight from a crafty Pinterest 

board, or if they are slightly frazzled and thrown 
together.  This is a time to enjoy the love from fam-
ily and friends, try new things that may become 
longtime traditions, and prepare…prepare for the 
birth of Christ!

December Lessons
-Preschool & PreK/K classes will be combined for 
the month of December. 

Lessons based on scripture: Luke 1:26-38 and 
Luke 2:1-20

-God’s Place (1st-5th grades)

The children will look back at the words of the 
prophets and see expectations fulfilled-the prom-
ise of a Messiah.  During Advent we celebrate a 
promise kept, and we await the coming of Jesus, 
the Savior, the Messiah.

Lessons based on scripture:  Isaiah 7:14 and 9:2-7, 
Micah 5:2, Matthew 1, Luke 2:1-20

Memory Verse:  “For to us a child is born, to us 
a son is given,…and he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.”            - Isaiah 9:6

***ALL classes will practice music for the Christmas 
Eve pageant during their class time in December.
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December 12 - Parents Day Out 10am-2pm
Please email Lauren Froman if you children will be attending.

December 13 - Christmas Eve Pageant Practice after 
church
December 13 - PCLG Caroling 5pm
December 20 - Christmas Eve Pageant Practice after 
church
December 2 - Christmas Eve Pageant at 4pm service
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Month by month, the world twists and turns, our 24-hour news focus 
brings us unrelenting tragedy, bigotry, and buffoonery.
The good news of Jesus Christ and what he does amongst his people is 
lost in the noise. It’s easy to forget that Christ’s entry into our world was 
lost in the noise of Augustus’ reign and his Spirit and people are often 
working secretly in small ways.
We aren’t making headlines in youth ministry, but we are carrying on 
with our mission and ministry. Last month, we enjoyed a weekend away 
with some 9 of middle school students at the Novemberbash retreat. At 
the retreat, we met a college student based in Santa Cruz and recruited 
her to our middle school volunteer team!
The first weekend of December, our high school students host and 
lead the 22nd Love of God retreat weekend (L.O.G.). We’ve got 34 kids 
going, 11 of whom’ve never been before. Many surprises await the new 
participants, a short course in Christian community being the main 
thing.
Our college students are slowly building their FRAT community 
(Friends, Religion & Theology) and looking forward to the Christmas 
holiday when they’ll meet every Saturday night. 
In this dark and fearful time, I’m grateful for teams of students and 
adults who gather to proclaim Christ’s name and enjoy the fellowship 
of his community. I’m grateful for a congregation who makes room 
for these young people. I’m grateful for co-workers I call friends and a 
family of Jedi knights (lots of lightsabers at home these days). 
In this dark and fearful time, how does Christ help you resist the dark? 
May this Advent season prepare you for another year of hopeful 
expectation that the news we hear or read or see is not the end of the 
story.
And Merry Christmas, too!
  Love, Steve fainer@gmail.com

Youth Group Sunday Evening Schedule

SNiFF - Middle School meets 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Y.G.- High School  meets 7:30 to 9:15 p.m. 

PCLG’s Book Club meets 
once a month, and new folks 
are always welcome! 

Contact Sue Hansen for more 
information:
paigeturner007@hotmail.
com.

December
Cocaine Blues

(Phryne Fisher Mystery)
by Kerry Greenwood

January 2015
The Codebreakers

by David Kahn

February 2015
The Invention of Wings

by Sue Monk Kidd

March 2015
Outliers

by Malcolm Gladwell

April 2015
The Boys in the Boat

by D.J. Brown

May 2015
Lisette’s List 

by Susan Vreeland

June 2015
The Aviator’s Wife

by Melanie Benjamin



December is always an exciting time for the music at PCLG.  In December we will have the brass and 
strings join the choir in Haydn’s “The heavens are telling” from his work The Creation.  We will continue 
to have sparkling and inspirational music throughout December.  

 Christmas Eve Services                  

We also have the Pageant coming again to the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service in a short program called 
“Touched by an Angel.”  The program will feature both our youngest performers and some of the youth 
choir. 

At the late service at 10:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve, we will once again pull out the stops for an exciting 
and worshipful service celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The service will feature music from 
the Brass, the Bells, Strings and the Chancel Choir. You won’t want to miss it.  

    Choir                               

If you have been considering joining the choir for the holidays, this would be a wonderful opportunity.  
Contact Michael.taylor@pclg.org for information on rehearsals.  

Have a blessed and rich holiday season. 

Michael
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Calling all acoustic guitar players!

Would you like to play “Silent 
Night” at the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service with a large group of other 
acoustic guitar players? 

All skill levels, ages, and styles are 
invited to play. 

There will be 3 rehearsal sessions 
(12/10 & 12/17 @ 7 p.m., and 
12/20 after worship). 

Please contact Rita for more infor-
mation (rita.hoegel@pclg.org)

The Worship Band continues to seek 
instrumentalists and vocalists who would 
like to serve in the music ministry here at 
PCLG.  Contact Rita.hoegel@PCLG.com to 
meet and become acquainted.  Spread the 
word! 

Please contact Rita for more information 
(rita.hoegel@pclg.org)
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PCLG in the Season of Advent

An Evening of Caroling
Come sing in the neighborhood and spread some 

Christmas cheer!  
After the singing, we will return to church and eat 

pizza and cookies together.
Sunday, December 13 at 5 p.m.  

Meet in the Social Hall

Christmas Eve Services
Thursday, December 24

4 p.m. (Family Service with Christmas Pageant)
10:30 p.m. (Candlelight Service)

College Welcome Brunch
All college-age students are invited to join Pastor 
Dave and Lisa for a casual brunch. Come see old 

friends and meet new ones! Please RSVP to  
david.watermulder@pclg.org.

Saturday, December 19 at 10 a.m.
Watermulder Home (247 Howes Ct. Los Gatos)

I     t’s that time again! Orders for Christmas poinsettias are now being 
taken. Only $9 each! You may even take your poinsettia home with you 

after either Christmas Eve service*.
     Please return this order form with your check to the church office by 
Monday, December 14 so that your name and dedication may be printed 
in the bulletin. Checks payable to Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos.

Name: ______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

Telephone: __________________________________________________________

Number of plants: _______________________ Amount enclosed:__________

In honor of : __________________________________________________________________

In memory of: _________________________________________________________

In celebration of: _______________________________________________________

*if you will not be at either Christmas Eve service, please pick up your poinsettia after the Sunday 
worship service on December 20. Any left after the late service will be given away.

Time to Order Your Christmas Poinsettias
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Mission is at the heart of who we are and what we do at PCLG! Check out these opportunities for service and giving.  

Mission Ideas for Christmas Giving

The mission committee meets (usually) the second Tuesday of the month at 1 p.m.  
For more information on projects and programs, email Elder Martha Wills at mtswills@gmail.com.

Christmas cards will be available after worship on December 6 and 13! 
Your mission committee will be offering these cards for a donation. They make an excellent gift for 
that friend or family member who has everything!

Heifer International
  This organization offers farm animals and seedlings to impoverished 
families as a means to earn income and develop self-sufficiency.

Front Door Ministry
  This program, which we support in conjunction 
with First Presbyterian in San Jose, provides 
lunches, toiletries, raincoats and other necessities to the homeless and working 
poor in the St. James Park area of San Jose. 

 ICIC Ministries (Art & Spirit program)
  This program, run by volunteers in conjunction with the chaplains at Elmwood 
Jail, provides inmates with opportunities for introspection and redirection 

through creative art and writing. 

Check and cash donations will be accepted for all cards, and the amount may be applied to your PCLG 
giving record. Stop by the mission table and check out what’s on offer!  

Immanuel House Update
The Immanuel House Board is thrilled to announce we welcomed 
our first resident on November 9; since then, 7 more people have 
moved in! The agreement we have finalized with International 
Rescue Committee (IRC) allows them to refer their beneficiaries to 
our house for consideration as tenants. Our first resident is a refugee 
from Kabul, Afghanistan; other refugees from Middle Eastern and 
East African countries are in transition and will be arriving over 
the next weeks and months. All tenants will pay below-market rent 
and will probably move to permanent housing within 4 months of 

arrival.



Dear friends,
 At the end of October PCLG’s finan-
cial outlook remains within our budget. Our 
pledge income is at 101% of budget and our 
overall income is at 103% of budget. On 
the expense side, we are at 94% of budget, 
resulting in a budget surplus of $4,606.
 As we near year-end you may have 
questions about your giving. Please feel free 
to call or email me. I am happy to supply 
updated giving records any time.
 We are now in our annual stewardship 
campaign. In order to set a budget for 2016, 
our Finance Committee needs to have an idea 
of the income we can expect. Please pray 
about what you can pledge to PCLG next year 
to help make this a vibrant faith community. 
Think about the ways you can take part in our 
church community. Volunteering is beneficial 
to us and to you. It is the way you find friends 
and become a part of who we are. We are so 
blessed to have you and want you to be a part 
of what we do here!
 Rest assured that all pledge and giving information is kept confidential. You may pledge and give 
online at www.pclg.org. My email address is kristy.cole@pclg.org, should you wish to contact me.
 Thank you for your generosity to PCLG.

Have a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year,
 Kristy Cole
 Church Administrator

Financial Report

We are excited to move into the holiday season and begin our Pre K 
Christmas program practice.  This year we have a class of  23 students 
that will have the opportunity to join us on stage.  You are welcome 
to attend the program…it is on Friday, December 18th at 12:30 in the 
Social Hall.

In January we will begin reservations (current students) for the 2016-2017 school year.  In February we 
will open any remaining space to those on our waiting list.  If you are interested in future enrollment 
options please contact me at growingfootprints@yahoo.com or submit a wait list application located on 
our website growingfootprints.org.  A link is provided on the PCLG website as well.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
 Cory Mullins

 Growing FootPrints Director growingfootprints@yahoo.com.   

News
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Have a short note for the 
next issue of The Spire?
Submit your bulletin 

board items to 
carlo@pclg.org

Community Service hours 
available to High School 

students who would like to 
volunteer in our Nursery on 

Sundays. 
If you are interested please 
contact Lauren Froman at 

pclglauren@gmail.com

Personalized Pet Care for 
Your Peace of Mind

Holly’s Honeys provides pet sitting, 
dog walking, and pet care in the, 
Los Gatos, Saratoga, San Jose, and 
Campbell areas.

Let’s Connect!

Holly Campana

Caring for Companion Pets & 
Animals for 15 years.

Dogs, Birds, Cats, Rabbits, Guinea 
Pigs, Rodents, Aquatic life, and 

Exotics
408-963-8020

Holly@HollysHoneys.com

Meet the organ, Mrs. Möller in 
an intimate informance setting.

At our auction to benefit 
Emmanuel House on November 
14, Margaret Kvamme offered a 
“Meet Mrs. Möller”(our church 
pipe organ) experience for 20 

lucky guests. The event will take 
place January 31 (the Sunday 

before the Superbowl) from 3:00 
- 4:30 p.m. in our sanctuary and 

will give you a chance to hear 
individual sounds, hold an organ 

pipe, play a tune yourself, ask 
questions, and peek into the pipe 

chamber. Homemade cookies 
will be provided. There are a few 
slots left, and the reduced post-
auction price is $15 per person 
(ages 7 and up, please). Contact 
Margaret if you are interested 
in attending and benefitting 

Immanuel House.
margaret.m.kvamme@gmail.com 

or (408)472-0087
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1 Pat Jones
3 Gail Myers
6 Mary Jane Bender
7 Heather Metz
8 Mildred Smith
11 Bob Kennedy
12 Rafe Smith
14 Ted Bancroft
15 Gloria Baker
16 Sue Thomas
 Chloe Loomer
17 Natalie Finkle
19 Mary Smith
20 Olivia Koury

22 Dick Garland
 Juliana Damore
 Kathryn Damore
24 Shirley Byle
 John Caselli
 Anthony Caselli
 Erin Heath
25 Bill Strandberg
26 Steve Fainer
27 Jenny O’Brien
28 Brian ones
29 Collette Lynner
30 Samuel Nagalingam

5 Paul & Stacey Booth

6 Craig & Sarah Parks

27 Jean & Bob Richey

 Jay & Tanya Kruse

28 Willis & Joan Brown

 Pam & Ted Bancroft

     Don’t forget—Deadline 
for the FEBRUARY SPIRE 

is 2:00 P.M. Friday, 
JANUARY 22.

December Birthdays

Anniversaries

 WorSHIP oN SuNDAYS

Adult Education                9 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary    10 a.m.
“God’s Place” Sunday School  10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time    11 a.m.

 BIBLE STuDY GrouPS
Men’s Bible Study Wednesday  6:30 a.m.
Pastor’s Bible Study Wednesday  2:00 p.m.
Theology on Tap 1st Monday  8 p.m.

 FELLoWSHIP GrouPS

Friends, Food, Fellowship   2nd Saturday  6 p.m.
The Voyagers           3rd Saturday Fellowship & Service
Buoys & Gulls Various  Various
Mates Various  Various
Better Bones & Balance Wed/Fri  9:30 a.m.
Happy Paint Thursday  10:00 a.m.
Bookends Various  Various
CoveKnit Group Wednesday  7 p.m.

 PrESBYTErIAN WoMEN
Home  AM Groups 3rd Thursday  9:30 a.m.
PCLG AM (“WoW”) Group  Thursday  10 a.m.
PCLG Noon Group 2nd Thursday  12 p.m.

 CoVENANT GrouPS

Baker/Attwood Covt. Monday   10:00 a.m. 

 MuSIC MINISTrIES
Los Cascabeles Tuesday  6 p.m.
Chancel Brass Wednesday  7:45 p.m.
Worship Band Thursday  7 p.m.
Chancel Choir Thursday  7:30 p.m.
Chancel Strings Friday  7:30 p.m.
Joyful Voices Sunday  11:30 a.m.
Youth Choir Sunday  6:30 p.m.

 YouTH MINISTrIES

Middle School SNiFF Sunday  5 p.m.
High School YG  Sunday  7:30 p.m.



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos
16575 Shannon Road
Los Gatos, CA 95032
408.356.6156, fax: 408.358.4167
www.pclg.org

Christmas Eve at PCLG
Thursday, December 24, 2014

4:00 p.m. Family Worship

This is an all-ages service where the children of PCLG will share 
with us this year’s Christmas Pageant. Come, sing favorite carols, 

and hear the good news!

10:30 p.m. Worship

With music led by our Chancel Choir, Brass, Strings, & Bells, 
this promises to be a beautiful service full of prayer, song, 
lessons and joy. Communion will be served at this service.

And of course, join us in Advent on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. as we 
wait in joyful hope for the coming of our savior, Jesus Christ.S E R V I C E S
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