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SP RETHE

February 2016  

• Annual Meeting
     February 7 after worship

• Ash Wednesday Service
      February 10, 7 p.m.

• Book Sale 
     February 21 & 28

• Supper & Study: Loving Our 
Muslim Neighbors
     March 2, 6-8 p.m.

• Traditional Jewish Seder
     March 13, 5-7 p.m.

• Church Work Day,
     March 19

From the Pastor,
Rev. David G. 
Watermulder

“who is my neigh-
bor?”  In the context 
of a world on fire 
with wars and ru-
mors or war, with the 
refugee crisis in and 
out of the news, with 
the daily realities 
of life in the Silicon 
Valley where we 
may know very little 
about the people 
who live closest to 

us.  
Or even loving God with “all 
our heart”.  Does that leave 
room for questions and doubts?  
Does that take into account 
the way that we all chase after 
glittery and golden things (our 
“idols”) from time to time?  Or 
loving God with our “souls”, in 
a place where we rarely have 
time to engage with “soul work”.  
Or loving God with all our 
minds, which asks us to engage 
the intellect and to sharpen our 
thinking—as Presbyterian Chris-
tians, we have a special affinity 
for being able to “think the faith” 
as part of believing. 
And finally, as a parent of young 
children, how can we love God 
with all of our strength, when 
frankly, life can be so tiring!  The 
end of the day comes and we 
can feel wiped out or depleted, 
and the only strength left goes 
into settling into the couch for 
an hour with The Bachelor on 
TV.        (continued on page 2)

Some years ago, when 
I was first starting out 
in ministry, my dad 
gave me a piece of 
advice.  He said, “Re-
member, it’s all about loving God 
and loving people.”  Love God, 
love others.  There’s something 
about this deceptively simple 
axiom that asks us to return to it 
again and again to explore what it 
really means for us.
Jesus summed up the “greatest 
commandment” this way, he said, 
“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.  And, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’  There is no command-
ment greater than these.” (Mark 
12:30-31)
If you are like me, this is not re-
ally “new information”.  Children 
in Sunday School happily recite 
these verses.  Young people in 
youth groups sing songs about 
these words.  And even the most 
“occasional” Sunday visitor has 
some sense that this basic teach-
ing is true.
And yet, questions arise.  Like, 

Love Your 
Neighbor
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(continued from page 1)  So, these are the issues.  These are the chal-
lenges we face.  These and many more that come to mind, once we 
take time to think more broadly about this simple, core statement: 
Love God, Love Others.
This Lent, which is a 40 day season leading up to Easter, our church 
will focus on this core teaching from Jesus. We’ll do that in a number 
of ways.  On Sundays, we will have a sermon series going through 
each of these ways to love God (heart, soul, mind, and strength).  
There will also be a number of special ways that you and your family 
can engage with how we love our neighbors.  We will host a special, 
traditional Seder meal, led by Rabbi Melanie Aron from Shir Hadash—
this is an event for all ages and there are special parts for kids (Sunday, 
March 13th, 5-7pm).  This meal will be a chance to learn from our 
Jewish neighbors, and the food will be provided by an Israeli caterer 
(yum!).  
We will also ask the question, “how can we love our Muslim neigh-
bors?”  We will host a special Supper and Study event (Wednesday, 
March 2nd, 6-8pm) with a visiting Imam who will share from his faith 
tradition and also engage with us around current questions and issues. 
Loving God and loving others is our shared calling as Christian people 
trying to follow Jesus.  And the opportunity in the weeks ahead, is to 
engage a little bit more in what this will mean and look like for our 
lives.  I am excited about the months ahead and look forward to expe-
riencing this season with you.
  Peace,
  Pastor Dave

Devotional Book for Lent
The PCLG staff will be using a new devotional 
book titled, 40 Days, 40 Prayers, 40 Words: 
Lenten Reflections for Everyday Life by Bruce 
Reyes-Chow this Lenten season. If you would 
like to get a copy as well, there are a few copies 
available in the church office for $10. It is also 
available on Amazon, iBooks, the PC(USA) 
online store, and other places such books are 
sold.
Bruce Reyes-Chow is the a former moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA), and currently 
serves as Transitional Team Pastor of Valley 
Community Presbyterian Church in Portola 
Valley, California, and as Senior Consultant with 
the Center for Progressive Renewal.
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PCLG in the Season of Lent

Ash Wednesday Service
Start the season off with a special evening service on 

Ash Wednesday. Come to the Chapel (connected to the 
Social Hall) for an hour of singing, praying, reflecting, 

and, of course, ashes.
February 10 at 7 p.m. in the Chapel

Supper & Study: Loving Our Muslim 
Neighbors

Join us for supper and a program with special guest 
Imam Sayed Mahdi, who will share with us about 
his faith tradition and also engage with us around 

current questions and issues. 

Wednesday, March 2. 6 p.m. supper, 7 p.m. 
program

Sundays in Lent
Scripture says, “love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love your 
neighbor as yourself.” This Lent, we will be looking at 
each of these sections as we focus on love in our lives.

Sundays, February 14 - March 13, 10 a.m.

Traditional Jewish Seder
Led by Rabbi Melanie Aron from Shir Hadash, this 
is an event for all ages, including special parts for 
kids. This meal will be a chance to learn from our 
Jewish neighbors, and the food will be provided by 
an authentic Israeli caterer.  Tickets (required for 

headcount) can be purchased at coffee hour the weeks 
leading up to the event for $10 ($25 maximum per 

family). 

Sunday, March 13 from 5-7 p.m. in the Social Hall
Palm Sunday Service

Come to church early (the donkey arrives at 9) to 
get a palm, meet the donkey in the courtyard, have 

a photo taken and join the procession into the 
sanctuary. After worship we will have our annual Egg 

Hunt. Parents, pick up your children from Sunday 
School and gather in the social hall in front of the 

stage where you will receive instructions, a scavenger 
hunt list and a bag for each child. Contact Lauren 

Froman to sign up.

Sunday, March 20 

Messiah Sing
See more information on page 7!

Come to the Messiah Sing table at the fellowship hour 
after worship to pick up your FREE (but required) 

tickets, or email your request to messiahsing@pclg.org. 
More information can be found online at www.pclg.

org/messiah. 

Sunday, March 20 – 6:00 p.m. (the entire work!)

Monday, March 21 – 7:00 p.m. (popular selections!)

Maundy Thursday Communion Service
March 24 at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel

Good Friday Service
Based on the seven last words of Jesus, this service will 

mark the end of Lent and usher us into the Easter 
weekend. Features special music from our Chancel 

Choir.
March 25 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary24 Hours of Prayer

Our chapel will be transformed into a space for 
prayer, reflection, and meditation. Sign up for a 30-
60 minute slot to be part of this 24-hour event. Sign-

ups will be available about 2 weeks beforehand.
March 25-26, noon-noon in the Chapel

Easter Sunday Services
Celebrate the resurrection of Christ at one (or more!) of 

our Easter Sunday services! 

Sunrise Service at 6:45 a.m. in the Redwood Grove
Twin Services at 9 & 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

For more information on these and other events, please visit www.pclg.org/events



While, this is not our memory verse for this month, 
LOVE is everywhere at this time of year.  Love is 
the main thing God expects of us as Christians. 
He says that we should love him and others. 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7 explains how a loving person 
will treat others. 

FAMILY ACTIVITY: Read 1 
Corinthians 13. Have your 
children write on note cards each 
thing said about love in verses 
4-7. At mealtime, or whenever 
your whole family is together, 

have each person draw one of the cards. Then ask 
each one to tell about a time when someone in the 
family showed this kind of love.
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February 7 - Annual Congregation Meeting after 
church (children will stay in their classrooms until 
adults are finished with the meeting)
February 10 - Ash Wednesday Service 7-8pm
February 21 - Family Worship
February 23 - Children’s Committee Meeting - 11am
March 13 - Seder Dinner for PCLG Families
March 20 - Church Easter Egg Hunt

What’s going on in God’s Place this month?

1st – 5th Grade:  We continue to focus on Jesus as the Messiah.  Through His teaching and His healing, 
Jesus demonstrated every day of his ministry that he was the Messiah.  His healing LOVE and compas-
sion were shown to all people. 

Memory Verse:  “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” Luke 8:50

Preschool (2.5 yr.- 3.5 yr): In this class children will continue to experience God’s world and Word 
through stories, crafts, games and playtime.

PreK/K (4yr. – Kindergarten):  Stories for this month will focus on Jesus’ healing LOVE and compassion.  
Children will learn through stories, crafts, and games.  This class will be combined with the Preschool 
class on 2/21.

Lent & Easter Events for Families

2/10 Ash Wednesday Service 7-8pm: Family friendly service in the Social Hall.  Childcare will be pro-
vided if needed.

3/13 Traditional Jewish Seder 5-7pm:  Our neighbor, Rabbi Melanie Aron, will lead PCLG families 
through a traditional Jewish Seder. The dinner will be held in the PCLG Social Hall, and 
the meal will be catered. Activities throughout to engage the children. Plan to be a part 
of this unique experience!

3/20 Palm Sunday & Easter Egg Hunt after worship

Upcoming Events
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An 11th hour poem
by Steve Fainer

A gut punch of shame
 you’ve let down your friend again!
how many days past the deadline this time? 

What can I write for the Spire 
       to inspire

A hummingbird floats in the breezy 
branches of our redwood grove.
      looking for nectar? 

a lesson in our own spiritual flightiness, 
a tendency to look for food in the wrong places 

or judge not where your brother or sister finds nourishment.

still others might notice crows flying overhead and the hummingbird’s retreat.

Me? Well, of course I see 
the hummingbird perched in her tree, 
gusty gusts push her around,  
enemies above abound,  
The hummingbird can rest, will we?

Youth Group Sunday Evening Schedule

SNiFF - Middle School meets 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Y.G.- High School  meets 7:30 to 9:15 p.m. 

PCLG’s Book Club meets 
once a month, and new folks 
are always welcome! 

Contact Sue Hansen for more 
information:
paigeturner007@hotmail.
com.
                                             

February 2016
Being Mortal

by Atul Gawande

March 2016
Devil in the White City

by Erik Larson

April 2016
The Miniaturist
by Jessie Burton

May 2016
The Cellist of Sarajevo 
by Steven Galloway

Please see the Mission Minute page in this issue for an update 
on the High School Mexico Mission trip and the Pancake 

Breakfast Fundraiser

Annual Book Sale
February 21 & 28

PCLG’s Bookends book club is hosting their book sale in the 
Social Hall after worship. All books will be $1.00, and proceeds will 
be donated to the Women’s Gathering Place at 1st Presbyterian 
Church of San Jose. If you have books to donate, please drop 
them off on Saturday, February 20 at 12:30 p.m. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact Sue Hansen.



The month of February will feature music from Aaron Copland and Felix Mendelssohn.  

On February 7th, the choir will sing Copland’s Zion’s Walls accompanied by the bells and piano.  Zion’s 
Walls, arranged by Aaron Copland as a part of a song cycle, is an old revivalist song.  Aaron Copland 
studied in Paris with Nadia Boulanger, the famous French compositional pedagogue.  Boulanger worked 
with composers, arrangers and conductors as far ranging as American composers Virgil Thompson and 
Phillip Glass to the record producer and arranger Quincy Jones, who worked closely with Michael Jack-
son on his seminal album, Thriller. 

Copland is famous for creating what might be termed as an American sound or style in orchestra music 
and songs.  He did this often by quoting old American folk songs or American Hymns.  Perhaps his most 
iconic piece of orchestral Americana is Fanfare for the Common Man, a familiar piece used often in 
television and the Olympics.  In addition to his orchestral pieces, he also wrote the Ballets Appalachian 
Spring, Rodeo and Billy the Kid.  The ballets, like much of his music seem to capture a thematic thread 
reminiscent of American Music, bringing to mind the beautiful sweeping, untouched landscapes and ad-
venture of the American frontier.  If you are not familiar with Aaron Copland, I would invite you to listen 
to Appalachian Spring or Fanfare for the Common Man.

A quick note on Felix Mendelssohn.  On February 21st the choir will sing, How Lovely are the Messen-
gers, from Mendelssohn’s oratorio, St. Paul, composed in the 1830s.  St. Paul, though very popular in it’s 
day, never achieved the popularity of Mendelssohn’s masterpiece, Elijah.  The text is based on Romans, 
v. 15 and 16.  In addition to ballet, orchestra music, piano music and songs, Mendelssohn is known for 
his promotion and work to bring J. S. Bach back into the musical limelight.  The work he did in saving 
and rediscovering works by Bach, some of which was almost lost, is considered an invaluable achieve-
ment in the world of music and musical arts.  

How Lovely are the Messengers is reflective of Mendelssohn’s lyric and tuneful style.  Sometimes almost 
neo-classic in style, Mendelssohn effectively reflects the Biblical narrative into an artful and engaging 
music line, much like Handel, but tinged with the German romantic melody line. 

 

 All the best!

 Michael Taylor
 michaelftaylor@comcast.net
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Have you ever heard hundreds or thousands of handbells at one time?  Now’s your chance! 
Members of our bell choir will venture to Valley Church in Cupertino [10885 N Stelling 
Rd] on Saturday April 9. We rehearse all day and present a program at 6:00 p.m.  Seating is 
rather limited, so it’s better to arrive early.  Four pieces will be played by the whole group, 
and there will also be performances by smaller bell ensembles. At lunchtime, we will be 
treated to a concert in their sanctuary by bell soloist Sue Garton. The final concert will 
include:  Jazz Fanfare & Alleluia, 10,000 Reasons, Energique [the ringers will be divided into 
two groups playing different parts], and When in Our Music God is Glorified with brass and 

organ.  Also on the program is a group known as the Intense Ringers. It’s a fun day; please join us!

SPRING  
   RING



   Communion Preparers Needed

PCLG offers seated communion four times per year including Christmas Eve. We need two to four vol-
unteers who would be willing to prepare communion elements for those Sundays. This would include 

purchasing bread and grape juice and cutting the bread into squares. On Sun-
day morning, the individual communion cups need to be filled, the patens filled 

with bread, and the communion table set before the service begins.  

If you would like to serve our PCLG community in this way, please contact Ruth 
Schlotzhauer, Chairperson of Worship and Music, at 408 865 1583 or by 

email at ruth@isfeld.net
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        Sunday, March 20 – 6:00 p.m. (the entire work!) Monday, March 21 – 7:00 p.m. (popular selections!)

Last year’s Sing was so well received that we’re having two performances this year!  On Sunday we will 
perform the entire work, from start to finish.  If you have ever wanted to sing the whole thing with orchestral 
accompaniment, this is your chance.  On Monday we will perform some of the more popular selections.  If you 
would like a good taste of Messiah but want a shorter evening, this is for you.

Pastors Dave and Erica will guide us through the evening, reminding us that every word we sing comes straight 
from the Bible.

Invite a friend to join you!  People love to sing Handel’s Messiah, so it’s easy to invite others.  Let them know 
that everyone gets to sing everything, including the solos!

Get ready for the Sing!  Come to one, some, or all of the four optional rehearsals, Sundays, February 21 & 28 
and March 6 & 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  The rehearsals are completely optional, so don’t feel like you 
have to come to them in order to come to the Sing.  They’re also each independent rehearsals; different songs are 
practiced each night, so if you can’t come to all of the rehearsals, it’s okay to come to as many as you can.

If you can volunteer to help at the rehearsals or at one of the Sings, let Chris Bollinger know (chris@
thebollingers.org). 

Be a part of the Messiah Sing!  It’s an opportunity for worship through song, bible study with Pastors Dave & 
Erica, outreach to your friends, fellowship at the reception, and service by volunteering to help!

Here’s the small print....  
 Everything is FREE.
 For the rehearsals, just show up in the sanctuary.
 For the Sings, come to the Messiah Sing table at the fellowship hour after worship to pick up your FREE   
 (but required) tickets, or email your request to messiahsing@pclg.org. 
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Mission is at the heart of who we are and what we do at PCLG! Check out these opportunities for service and giving.  

High School Mexico Mission Trip

The mission committee meets (usually) the second Tuesday of the month at 1 p.m.  
For more information on projects and programs, email Elder Martha Wills at mtswills@gmail.com.

Did you and your family get to enjoy steaming hot pancakes and 
crispy bacon at our recent annual Mexico trips 
fundraiser? A great time was had by all AND, 
thanks to your generosity, we raised over $6800! 
If you didn’t get a chance to contribute, and you 
would like to make a donation toward these 
important mission trips, please find our envelope 
board after church on Sunday, leave a notated 
check in the offering plate, or contribute online.

Our team of 20 high school students 
and 7 adult leaders will leave on Saturday, February 13 for 
their house-building trip in rural Tijuana, where they will 
camp and build a house alongside a family in need. Please 
keep them all in your prayers as they embark on this 
journey together.

All-Church Mexico Mission Trip
If you are interested in the Summer Mission Trip to 
Mexico, please save the date! The trip will be June 18-25.
If you would like to learn more, please attend one of 
our two informational gatherings (March 13 or April 
10). We will be there to present an overview of the trip, 
answer questions, and talk about the next steps you can 
take toward joining the team!
If you have questions now, you can also send them to 
mexico@pclg.org.

These women stayed after their WOW bible study to help 
prepare food for the trip!



Dear friends,
 The year-end results for 2015 are in and 
we have spectacular results. Because of much 
larger than projected unpledged offerings and 
lower than projected expenses, PCLG ended 
2015 with a more than $57,000 surplus!
 While our pledged offering came in at 
93% of budget, our unpledged offering came in 
at 195% of budget. Expenses came in at 96% of 
budget.
 Meanwhile, our investments made a gain 
in the final quarter, however it was not enough 
to break even for the year. Our investment value 
fell $27,760, or 1.9%. Because of your generous 
giving, we did not have to sell any of our invest-
ments this year.
 2015 giving statements that have not 
been picked up will be mailed at the end of 
January. Giving envelopes are available, should 
you request them. Please call or email me if you have any questions or would like envelopes.
 Rest assured that all pledge and giving information is kept confidential. You may pledge and give 
online at www.pclg.org. My email address is kristy.cole@pclg.org, should you wish to contact me.
 Thank you for your wonderful generosity.
God Bless,
 Kristy Cole
 Church Administrator

Financial Report
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A BIG thanks to Angelina Coates (GFP parent board 
rep) and Beth Hobbs (GFP Board Chairwoman)!  We 
were blessed to have them serve refreshments and 

welcome parents at the Christmas Program.  A BIG thanks to Rev. 
Dave for the closing prayer and invitation to the church services as 
well.  Mr. Carlo assisted with running the sound…THANK YOU!  And 
it was fun to see Mr. Steve and Lisa McKibbin (PCLG Office/Children’s 

Ministries) in the audience as well!  
We have had a busy January!  Enrollment is nearly complete for the 2016-2017 school year and we 
will have a full house!  We are blessed with dedicated families and a wonderful reputation in the 
surrounding communities…thank you all for sharing!
In January Mr. Steve and Mr. Carlo (or Coco - via Ethan Fainer) joined us for music and Ms. Lauren 
(Children’s Ministries) is joining us this month for a Bee Courteous lesson.
With all of the rainy days the children have enjoyed indoor activities and team building exercises.  We 
are excited to have our grass growing again on the playground and can’t wait to get outside to enjoy it!
In March we will begin planning for this years garden….we look forward to input from Carolyn Rosen as 
she gives us insight on options for planting this spring!
Happy Valentine’s Day,
 Cory Mullins

 Growing FootPrints Director growingfootprints@yahoo.com.   

News
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Have a short note for the 
next issue of The Spire?
Submit your bulletin 

board items to 
carlo@pclg.org

Stay tuned for more 
info on our next round 
of New Member 
Classes, coming up in 
Spring 2016.
If you have questions 
now, please e-mail  
members@pclg.org

Personalized Pet Care for 
Your Peace of Mind

Holly’s Honeys provides pet sitting, 
dog walking, and pet care in the, 
Los Gatos, Saratoga, San Jose, and 
Campbell areas.

Let’s Connect!

Holly Campana

Caring for Companion Pets & 
Animals for 15 years.

Dogs, Birds, Cats, Rabbits, Guinea 
Pigs, Rodents, Aquatic life, and 

Exotics
408-963-8020

Holly@HollysHoneys.com

Saturday, March 19
8:30 AM-12:00 PM

As usual, we will 
conclude the day with 

Lunch at 12 noon!

No need to sign up! 
Just come ready to 
work on Saturday 

morning. 

See you there!
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4 Margaret Kvamme
7 Joyce Strandberg
9 Don Wolf
10 Bev Wright
 John Gruber
 Bill Cole
 Kathryn Smith
11 Jerry Ulrich
 Jim Snyder
12 MacKenzie Daly
16 Caroline Caselli
 Mary Raecker
 Tanya Kruse

18 Betty Rayfield
22 Laurel Loomer
23 Paula Stoner
24 Martha Wills
25 Ben Fong
 Paul Booth
27 Sandy Alzaidi
28 Bea Scheible

4 Jerry & Betty Ulrich

     Don’t forget—Deadline 
for the MARCH SPIRE 

is 2:00 P.M. Friday, 
FEBRUARY 26.

February Birthdays

Anniversaries

 WOrShIp On SundAYS

Adult Education                9 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary    10 a.m.
“God’s Place” Sunday School  10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time    11 a.m.

 BIBLE STudY GrOupS
Men’s Bible Study Wednesday  6:30 a.m.
Pastor’s Bible Study Wednesday  2:00 p.m.
Theology on Tap 1st Monday  8 p.m.

 FELLOWShIp GrOupS

Friends, Food, Fellowship   2nd Saturday  6 p.m.
The Voyagers           3rd Saturday Fellowship & Service
Buoys & Gulls Various  Various
Mates Various  Various
Better Bones & Balance Wed/Fri  9:30 a.m.
Happy Paint Thursday  10:00 a.m.
Bookends Various  Various
CoveKnit Group Wednesday  7 p.m.

 prESBYTErIAn WOMEn
Home  AM Groups 3rd Thursday  9:30 a.m.
PCLG AM (“WoW”) Group  Thursday  10 a.m.
PCLG Noon Group 2nd Thursday  12 p.m.

 COVEnAnT GrOupS

Baker/Attwood Covt. Monday   10:00 a.m. 

 MuSIC MInISTrIES
Los Cascabeles Tuesday  6 p.m.
Chancel Brass Wednesday  7:45 p.m.
Worship Band Thursday  7 p.m.
Chancel Choir Thursday  7:30 p.m.
Chancel Strings Friday  7:30 p.m.
Joyful Voices Sunday  11:30 a.m.
Youth Choir Sunday  6:30 p.m.

 YOuTh MInISTrIES

Middle School SNiFF Sunday  5 p.m.
High School YG  Sunday  7:30 p.m.



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos
16575 Shannon Road
Los Gatos, CA 95032
408.356.6156, fax: 408.358.4167
www.pclg.org

February 10, 7 p.m. in the Chapel
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