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March 2017  

• Grove Group Service project

     March 11  

• Supper & Study
     March 15 & 29. 
     2 Wednesday nights during    
     Lent! Details to come.

• Church & Marketplace: 
   Continuing the Conversation 

     March 19

• Palm Sunday
     April 9 

• Messiah Sing
     April 9, 7 p.m.
`• Maundy Thursday
     April 13. Service at 7:30 p.m.

• Good Friday
     April 14. Service at 7:30 p.m.

• Easter Sunday
     April 16. Services at 6:30, 
     9 & 11 a.m. 

From the Pastor,
Rev. David G. 
Watermulder

led to heightened 
anxiety and fear.  

I want you to know 
that I have been 
in touch on behalf 
of our church with 
Rabbi Melanie Aron 
from our neighbors 
at Congregation 
Shir Hadash and 
have assured her 
of our prayers and 
solidarity in these 

days. I also reached out to the 
Jewish Community Center (JCC), 
where there are extra security 
precautions being put in place.

Recently, I was drawn back to 
Saint Paul’s words in Romans 
11, where he uses the image of 
a “wild olive shoot” to remind 
the church that we have been 
“in-grafted” or attached to the 
original olive tree. Paul says to 
Gentile Christians (like us), don’t 
boast just because you are part 
of God’s olive tree, you aren’t 
here by your own doing: it is 
because of God’s grace.

This reminder keeps us from 
starting to think that we are so 
much better than everybody else 
around us, especially those in 
other faith traditions. One of the 
themes of the season of Lent is 
humility. In humbling ourselves, 
we turn from self-centeredness 
and return to trusting God. 

(continued on page 2)

On a recent 
Wednesday evening, 
the Social Hall at 
PCLG was filling 
up. People chatted 
expectantly as they greeted 
old friends and met new ones.  
This was the Interfaith Panel 
Discussion that we hosted back in 
January.  

One of the reasons that our 
Interfaith Clergy group here in Los 
Gatos put on this event, was that 
we wanted to give a witness to 
the community about the way that 
religious folks seek to love our 
neighbors and to learn about each 
other. We plan to host another 
panel event at PCLG on April 
27th.

In recent days, this kind of 
interfaith solidarity has taken on 
new meaning for us. We have 
seen some of the most vulnerable 
people, namely Refugees (many 
of whom are Muslim) blocked 
from the safety of our shores. 
And there is news about Jewish 
cemeteries being desecrated and 
threats being called into Jewish 
community centers around the 
country. This has understandably 
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(continued from page 1)

The practical outworking of a “healthy humility” is first that we trust 
God with the hard things in our own lives. But also, that as grace-filled 
people, we move out to love and serve, to speak up and get involved 
in the issues of our day. For Presbyterian Christians, this is part of our 
heritage: being a voice and a friend to those who are vulnerable or in 
a time of trouble.

I invite you to join me in the season of Lent, to pray for those who 
are vulnerable in our midst. For refugees and those who are far from 
home. And also, for our Jewish brothers and sisters right across the 
street. We thank God for their lives and that by God’s grace, we have 
been attached to them. May it be so for you.

 Peace,

 Pastor Dave

Easter Lilies

Orders for Easter flowers are now being 
taken. You will be able to take your plant 
home after the 11 a.m. Easter service on 
April 16.
Plants are $8.00 each. Please return this 
order form with your check to the church 
office by Monday, April 3. 

Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
Telephone: _________________________________________
Number of lilies:_____ Amount Enclosed: _____________

In celebration of: ___________________________________
In honor of: ________________________________________

In memory of:  _____________________________________

 Please make checks payable to the Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos.
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O     nce upon a time…………………we had a book sale;  
 and it was very good. Books arrived two by two and  
 we filled four tables. Fiction, non-fiction, cookbooks,  
 James Patterson, Tom Clancy, Janet Evanovich and  
   Harry Potter! There were books outside the door; 

there were books upon the floor. People came, they saw, they 
bought.  Many of the books found new homes. They will be read, 
shared, loved and some will come back to be sold again next year 
[if read very quickly, they return and are sold again the next week]. 
Thanks to all your enthusiasm and generosity, we were able to raise 
$686 to be divided between Amor Ministries and the renovation of 
the Youth Center.  A great time was had by all—it was a real page 
turner!  And they all lived happily ever after…………THE END   

PCLG’s Book Club meets 
once a month, and new folks 
are always welcome! 

Questions/info??  
Contact Sue Hansen at 

paigeturner007@hotmail.com.

March
 The Secret Chord

by Geraldine Brooks

April
On the Move

by Oliver Sachs

May
The Wright Brothers 

by David McCullough

June
Ella Minnow Pea
by Mark Dunn

All-Church Mexico 2017
June 17-24 

You’re Invited!
Please consider joining us this summer for a one-week Mission Trip 
to Northern Mexico to build homes for families in need. Hopefully 
you will join us for one of the information sessions after worship on 
March 19 or 26 to learn more about the trip. If you are interested in 
the trip but unable to attend one of the meetings, please e-mail us at 
mexico@pclg.org or call Carlo at the church office (408-356-6156) 
for more information. Returning trip participants are encouraged, but 
not required, to attend the informational sessions.
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God’s Place March 2017: 

LEARN 

This month's Bible Stories...

Preschool: Jesus Calms a Storm, The Good Samaritan, 
Jesus teaches us to pray, Zacchaeus

K and 1st: Jesus Calms a Storm, The Woman at the Well, 
The Good Samaritan

2nd-5th: The Woman at the Well, The Good Samaritan

Take time at home to explore these stories with your 
children. Have them help you locate the story in the 
Bible, or I invite you to look for storybook versions of 
these stories in our Children's Ministries Library to check 
out and read.

SERVE 

THANK YOU to all of you that serve, faithfully, on 
Sundays in God’s Place.  Our Spring schedule still needs 
to be filled. Please consider signing up for another Sunday 
where you can.  

Summer signups will be available soon. I hope you will 
consider serving in the summertime. 

Interested in serving in Children’s Ministries for the first 
time? I would love to hear from you!  We also welcome 
our middle school, high school, and college students to 
serve.

"Each of you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 

God loves a cheerful giver." 

2 Corinthians 9:7

Palm Sunday Egg Hunt... 

Come early before worship 
for a picture with the donkey 
and join the procession into 
church.  Stay for the fun after 
church at the annual Egg Hunt. 

Children may bring their own Easter basket, or 
we will have bags for them to use. Please feel 
free to invite friends to attend.  

FELLOWSHIP

Mark your calendar!

March 12 – Joyful Voices in Worship

April 9 – Palm Sunday Worship + 

    Egg Hunt after worship

April 16 – Easter Sunday

 6:30 a.m. – Grove Service

 9 a.m. Worship – Children can attend 

 God’s Place during worship. Regular 

 classes will be offered.

 11 a.m. Worship – We will offer one 

 classroom for children Preschool – 5th 

 grade with story, crafts and activities.  

April 22 – Parents Night Out 4-7 p.m.

April 30 – Teacher Appreciation Sunday

May 4 – Mom’s Night Out  (details to come)

June 4 – 5th Grade Celebration 

CONNECT
Questions, comments, concerns, need to connect? 
Lauren Froman – pclglauren@gmail.com
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PCLG in the Season of Lent

Supper & Study
Join us for supper and a program on 2 Wednesday 

evenings in March.

On the 15th, we present “Listening to the Stories 
of Others,” a panel discussion with 3 people from 
the PCLG family who come from very different 
backgrounds: Mary Akiyo, from Uganda; Sam 

Nagalingham, from Sri Lanka; and Alma Verduzco, 
from Mexico.

On the 29th, join Rev. Paul Watermulder (Pastor 
Dave’s dad)  

and Martha Chan for a look at Christianity in China 
today. 

Wednesdays, March 15 & 29. 6 p.m. supper, 7 p.m. 
program

Sundays in Lent
Our Lenten season sermons will focus on two spiritual practices:  

“Giving up” and “taking on.”
Sundays, March 5 - April 2, 10 a.m.

Palm Sunday Service
Come to church early (the donkey arrives at 9) to 

get a palm, meet the donkey in the courtyard, have 
a photo taken and join the procession into the 

sanctuary. After worship we will have our annual Egg 
Hunt. Please contact Lauren Froman to sign up your 

child for the egg hunt.

Sunday, April 9 

Messiah Sing
This is an excellent opportunity for worship through 

song, Bible Study,  
outreach to your friends, fellowship at the reception,  

and service by volunteering to help!

Come to the Messiah Sing table at the fellowship hour 
after worship to pick up your FREE (but required) 

tickets, or e-mail your request to messiahsing@pclg.
org. More information can be found online at www.

pclg.org/messiah. 

Sunday, April 9 – 7:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Communion Service
April 13 at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel

Good Friday Service
April 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday Services
Celebrate the resurrection of Christ at one (or more!) of our Easter Sunday services! 

Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m. in the Redwood Grove
Twin Services at 9 & 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

For more information on these and other events, please visit www.pclg.org/events



William Byrd, English late Renaissance Composer c.1539 – 1623

Bryd’s first musical assignment was at Lincoln Cathedral, an Anglican 
church.  The cathedral had a great deal puritan influence and Byrd 
was often cited and disciplined for what may be assumed to have been 
‘overly ornamented’ liturgical pieces and his perhaps highhanded use 
of the organ for the liturgy.  While there is much that is not known 
about Byrd, he is thought to have studied with another famous English 
Renaissance composer, Thomas Tallis at the Chapel Royal where Byrd 
would eventually become organist.   

Byrd soon began writing more for instruments including secular pieces 
based on court dances of the time such as Pavanes and Galliards.  

Court dance rhythms and forms influenced music in the late renaissance and was even a stron-
ger force in Baroque music including Bach, Handel and Vivaldi to name just a few.  This may 
not seem ground-breaking, but an outgrowth of the Age of Enlightenment were more secular 
compositions.  Previous to the renaissance, most musicians were sponsored by the churches and 
thus were compelled to write only sacred music.  The late renaissance and Baroque periods of 
music where the first in European history where society accepts compositions of both secular 
and sacred music.  During the Medieval period of music, there are instances of church compos-
ers surreptitiously weaving local folk tunes into church chants to the secret delight of peasant 
parishioners in a musical protest to this restriction. 

Byrd was a prolific composer with an output of 470 compositions.  He lived during a time of 
great change and unrest in England, and despite eventually becoming a Roman Catholic, his 
music was known and appreciated by Queen Elizabeth.  His opus of work however reflected 
both Anglican and Catholic pieces for the liturgy.  

Despite living to the time of early Baroque musical greats such as Monteverdi, Byrd showed 
little interest in these new forms even as he pushed the styles and forms of the late renaissance 
to their limit.  

The Choir will be singing a piece by Byrd, his “I have longed for Thy saving grace.”  This is one 
of his more straightforward pieces but one that reflects the use of language and musical treat-
ment that gave birth to the Baroque era of music and beyond.

  Michael Taylor, director of music
 michaelftaylor@comcast.net
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Youth Group Sunday Schedule

SNiFF - Middle School Youth 
Group meets 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Y.G.- High School Youth Group 
meet 7:30 to 9:15 p.m.

It was the coldest, muddiest, messiest, squirreliest trip 
we can remember. But the house was a beauty to behold. 
And that is the power and a miracle of God.

We arrived at our Amor Ministries’ Hacienda camp 
after weeks of rain. The area set aside for our camp 
was a swampy, shoe-sucking space. Sophomore Sarah 
Lasher (Slasher) memorably slipped and fell in the mud 
after just ten steps out of the car. We couldn’t set up our 
kitchen in a truly organized way because there wasn’t 
enough dry ground to fit everything we bring. With 

some luck, we found enough reasonably dry ground for our tents.

When we drove to our job site for the first time, our Ford F150 got stuck twice in 200 yards. We didn’t 
really start working until after 9:30 a.m. And yet, by the end of that day, a double-wide worth of concrete 
slab was mixed and poured. Quite notably, Slasher mixed concrete from the beginning to the very end 
of the foundation.

As you may have heard we had 8 freshman and 8 sophomores out of 22 students. Two of our seven 
adults were rookies. We were a young, sophomoric crowd, but like the Israelites in the wilderness, 
somehow God brought us through the water, the mud, the frigid temperatures, the silliness around the 
campfire and the crazy kitchen and God used us to give a home to a couple with five kids. 

Carlo and I would like to say an exhausted thank you to Fletcher Cole, Forrest Groth, William Lasher, 
Mark Smith, Lesslie Verduzco and our diligent “morning adult,” Paul Kvamme. We also want to 
congratulate the students on a job well done. Great teams make great homes. Here’s to February 2018!

     Love,
      Steve Fainer, Director of Youth Ministries
      fainer@gmail.com

Please Contact Elder Essie Asher 
seasher@comcast.net

If YOU are available to prepare a 
Meal for our Youth Ministry Staff on 
a Sunday Evening between Middle 

School and High School youth groups. 
Thank you in advance for your help!
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Handel’s Messiah – The Spring Sing! 

Sunday, April 9 – 7:00PM (the entire work!)

Pastor Dave will guide us through the evening, reminding us that every word we sing comes straight from 
the Bible.

Invite a friend to join you!  People love to sing Handel’s Messiah, so it’s easy to invite others.  Let them know 
that everyone gets to sing everything, including the solos!

Get ready for the Sing!  Come to one, some, or all of the four optional rehearsals, Sundays, Mar. 12, 19, 
26, & Apr. 2 at 7:00PM in the sanctuary.  The rehearsals are completely optional, so don’t feel like you have 
to come to them in order to come to the Sing.  They’re also each independent rehearsals; different songs are 
practiced each night, so if you can’t come to all of the rehearsals, it’s okay to come to as many as you can.

If you can volunteer to help at the rehearsals or at one of the Sings, let Chris Bollinger know (chris@
thebollingers.org). 

Be a part of the Messiah Sing!  It’s an opportunity for worship through song, Bible Study with Pastor Dave, 
outreach to your friends, fellowship at the reception, and service by volunteering to help!

Here’s the small print....  
Everything is FREE.
For the rehearsals, just show up in the sanctuary.
For the Sing, come to the Messiah Sing table at the fellowship hour after worship to pick up your FREE (but 
required) tickets, or email your request to messiahsing@pclg.org. 



Dear friends,

 We are at the end of January 
and are off to a good start in 2017. 

 Our pledged offering was 113% 
of budget and our unpledged offering 
was 37% of budget. Our overall 
income was 90% of budget. On the 
expense side we were 88% of budget. 
We currently have a budget surplus 
of $13,232, compared to a budgeted 
surplus of $12,586.

 It is tax time and although 
we mailed out giving statements in 
January, please feel free to contact me 
with questions or if you need another 
copy of your statement.

 We currently have 191 pledges 
in the amount of $829,134. It is never 
too late to pledge. You may pledge and give online at www.pclg.org. My email address is kristy.cole@
pclg.org, should you wish to contact me.

 Thank you for your wonderful generosity.

 In Christ,

 Kristy Cole, Church Administrator

In February GFP, as a mission outreach project (our chapel focus was 
love), donated 8 back packs and 8 large packages of socks to Sacred 
Heart.  We also worked with Martha Wills in donating 6 blankets 
and pillows to Immanuel House.  The children learned about the 

importance of giving from the heart.  

In March Ms. Lauren will join us from Children’s Ministries as we focus on Gentleness.  

Enrollment is nearly complete for the 2018-2019 school year as I wrap up tours.   We look forward to a 
full house!

Blessings,
 Cory Mullins, Growing FootPrints Director growingfootprints@yahoo.com.   
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Have a short note for the next issue of The Spire?
Submit your bulletin board items to 

carlo@pclg.org

Personalized Pet Care for Your 
Peace of Mind

Currently seeking new daily 
clients!

Holly’s Honeys provides pet sitting, 
dog walking, and pet care in the, 
Los Gatos, Saratoga, San Jose, and 
Campbell areas.

Let’s Connect!

Holly Campana, Caring for Companion Pets & Animals for 15 years.

Dogs, Birds, Cats, Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, Rodents, 
Aquatic life, and Exotics

408-963-8020
Holly@HollysHoneys.com

Travel Buddies: St. Lawrence Cruise 
And Fall Leaves

 
In 1990 Bill Buckman put together a 
PCLG trip with the Tour Operator, 
Manuela de Groot.  Over the years there 
has been 15 trips.  Now the trip are not 
just for PCLG members, but also friends 
of PCLG members.
 
The next trip is scheduled for late 
September 2017.  It starts at Montreal, 
Canada, for two days.  Then, boarding a 
cruise ship up the St. Lawrence for five 
days to port stops and tours in Quebec 
City, Sydney (Nova Scotia), Prince 
Edward Island, Halifax, Bar Harbor 
(Maine) and finally to Boston.  Next we 
take a private bus for a couple of days to 
see the fall leaves in the Northeast.  Trip 
returns to Boston for the flight back 
home.
 
If you want more information or to sign 
up, please contact Bob Lawler (408-264-
4394) by March 20th.
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4 Beth Bordelon
5 Kathy Derby
9 Audrey Christianson
11 Amoreena Lucero
12 Janet Robinson
14 Elizabeth Nelson
16 Toni Koury
19 Marlynn Harwood
20 Rachel Larson
27 Sarah Lasher
 Joshua Thompson

29 Ron & Patricia Rose

 WorshiP on sundAys

Adult Education                9 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary    10 a.m.
“God’s Place” Sunday School  10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time    11 a.m.

 BiBLE sTudy GrouPs
Men’s Bible Study Wednesday  6:30 a.m.
Pastor’s Bible Study Wednesday  2:00 p.m.
Theology on Tap 1st Monday  8 p.m.

 FELLoWshiP GrouPs

Friends, Food, Fellowship   2nd Saturday  6 p.m.
The Voyagers           3rd Saturday Fellowship & Service
Buoys & Gulls Various  Various
Mates Various  Various
Senior Stretch & Movement  Wed/Fri  9:30 a.m.
Happy Paint Thursday  10:00 a.m.
Bookends Various  Various
CoveKnit Group Wednesday  7 p.m.

 PrEsByTEriAn WoMEn
Home  AM Groups 3rd Thursday  9:30 a.m.
PCLG AM (“WoW”) Group  Thursday  10 a.m.
PCLG Noon Group 2nd Thursday  12 p.m.

 CovEnAnT GrouPs

Baker/Attwood Covt. Monday   10:00 a.m. 

 MusiC MinisTriEs
Los Cascabeles Tuesday  6 p.m.
Chancel Brass Wednesday  7:45 p.m.
Worship Band Thursday  7 p.m.
Chancel Choir Thursday  7:30 p.m.
Chancel Strings Friday  7:30 p.m.
Joyful Voices Sunday  11:30 a.m.
Youth Choir Sunday  6:30 p.m.

 youTh MinisTriEs

Middle School SNiFF Sunday  5 p.m.
High School YG  Sunday  7:30 p.m.
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408.356.6156, fax: 408.358.4167
www.pclg.org
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saturday, April 8th

8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

As usual, we will conclude the day with Lunch 
at 12 noon!

Who will win the Group Challenge this time?!

No need to sign up! Just come ready to work 
on Saturday morning. 

See you there!


