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May 2017  

• Tacos & Trolls Movie Night
     May 12, 6 p.m. 

• New Member Class
     May 13, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

• PWP Gathering
     May 13, 2 p.m.

• Sophia’s Layette Baby Shower
    May 14, after worship. 

• Deacon Sunday
     May 21

• Music Program Spring  
   Concert
     May 21, 3 p.m.

From the Pastor,
Rev. David G. 
Watermulder

There’s something 
about Easter that is 
“already and not-
yet.” We are quite 
familiar with the 
“already” part. Easter 
morning refreshes 
and reminds us of 
the day 2,000 years 
ago, when Jesus 
who had died, rose 
again to new life. 
The Christian faith is 

largely centered on this singular 
event from so long ago.  In this 
way, it has “already” happened.

Easter has also already happened 
for us. After all, this is the May 
issue of the Spire, and Easter 
was in April. Many of us were 
there! Many of our neighbors 
were there! It was a packed out, 
joy-filled, bright and beautiful 
day. For our church’s triumphant 
holy day, it was a great one, 
and we can definitely say that it 
“already” happened.

But there’s a part about Easter 
that is also “not yet.” Like that 
Easter candy that should already 
be discounted and available for 
that lady to buy, but isn’t quite 
yet. The church has recognized 
this truth: that Easter happens 
once a year, but it also takes 
time to realize or recognize what 
it means for us. 

                (continued on page 2)

I was in the Safeway 
near my house on the 
Monday after Easter.  
As I stood in line at 
the checkout counter, it seemed 
like the lady ahead of me was 
taking a really long time.  So, I 
leaned in to hear what was going 
on. It turned out that she was in a 
dispute with the clerk about the 
price of Easter candy.

She had a whole basketful of 
jellybeans, Peeps, Cadbury eggs, 
and other Easter treats, and she 
wanted a discount. Just like the 
way that Halloween candy goes 
on deep discount on November 
1st, Easter candy usually does 
as well. So, on the Monday after 
Easter, this woman had gone to 
the store to buy up a large supply 
of this leftover candy.

But the problem was, the sale 
prices had not been updated in 
the computer system quite yet.  
The clerk was trying to sort it out, 
and she said, “yes, this Easter 
candy should be on discount, 
because Easter is over, but it isn’t 
in our system yet. You’ll have to 
come back.”
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(continued from page 1) 

This is the time that we are in. As April gives way to May and we 
start this downhill sprint toward Summer, the question remains. What 
does the good news of Easter, the resurrection power of Jesus, and 
the hope that it brings mean for us? As you read the pages of this 
newsletter, I hope that you will catch a glimpse of some of the ways 
that our church is finding out. Some of the upcoming opportunities 
to learn or grow or serve. Some of the stories of how God has been 
working in our midst. 

In the end, the lady at the Safeway checkout counter went away 
disappointed. Even though Easter had already happened, the candy 
just wasn’t on sale yet. It wasn’t really available for her. But the good 
news for us is, that although Easter is over for this year, its power 
continues to unfold in our lives. It is available and we are invited to 
open our eyes of faith and see the ways that God is bringing new life.

May the sweetness of Easter linger a bit longer as we feast on the left-
over candy and good news of the Gospel! 

 Peace,

 Pastor Dave

Spring Gathering:  Saturday, 
May 13, 2-4 p.m. in the 
Social Hall. Eveyone is 
invited to “Eating Lite” 
with Sakabozzo (Gene 
Sakahara & Sam Bozzo, 
amazing chefs with 25 years 
of experience entertaining 
through culinary expertise). 
The gathering also includes 

the PWP Mission Report and the Recognition of leaders. 
Please RSVP to Rosaleen (rmgzisch@gmail.com).
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PCLG’s Book Club meets 
once a month, and new folks 
are always welcome! 

Questions/info??  
Contact Sue Hansen at 

paigeturner007@hotmail.com.

May
The Wright Brothers 

by David McCullough

June
Ella Minnow Pea
by Mark Dunn

We have chosen two books to read together this summer, when 
your Bible studies at PCLG might be taking a summer break.  
These books are not Bible studies but they are books that are 
woven through with Christian values, books that will help you 
think and deepen your faith.   Get a copy of the book and read 
it by the meeting date, then at the meeting we will all discuss 
it together – everyone is welcome! We will meet at the church, 
room TBD.

Our next New Member 
Class is coming up on 
Saturday May 13, 2017. 
Please go to pclg.org/
signup or e-mail  
members@pclg.org to 
sign up.

June 29, 10 a.m.  
When the Heart 
Waits: Spiritual 
Direction for Life’s 
Sacred Questions 
by Sue Monk Kidd, 
led by Carol Smith

July 27, 10 am  
The Road to 
Character by 
David Brooks, 
led by Martha 
Wills.

For more information, contact Julie Lasher at 408/ 656-8419 or 
Julie.lasher@pclg.org.
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April showers bring May flowers…what else did April bring?  Well, it brought us a vibrant Palm Sunday service – 
complete with a donkey, triumphant music and a beautiful morning of worship. The morning ended with a festive 
egg hunt for the children to enjoy!

April also brought the Good News that Jesus Christ has risen 
indeed!  In God’s Place, we enjoyed celebrating this Good News 
on Easter and the Sundays to follow. On Easter the older kids 
explored the Gospels to find the Good News in their Bibles, and 
each created unique patterns on the cross craft.  The Sunday after 
Easter we did a little baking and made Empty Tomb Biscuits.  A 
delicious treat and a cool way to remind us “He is Risen!”

So here we are in May, enjoying the “May flowers”, 
enjoying all that is new and fresh. We are soaking up 
the sunshine and soaking in the Good News.  May 
you be reminded this spring of God’s great love for us 
in all the new life that surrounds us.

Mark your calendar!

  May 12: Tacos and Trolls Movie Night – 6pm

  May 28: Joyful Voices sing during worship

  June 4: 5th Grade Celebration at Golfland 

  June 11: 1st day of Summer Curriculum
CONNECT
Questions, comments, concerns, need to connect? 
Lauren Froman – pclglauren@gmail.com
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MEET, GREET, EAT

May is the month to meet your Deacon. Every member of the PCLG congregation has their very own Deacon. 
Family, single, young or old, there is a Deacon who is concerned about you, who prays for you, who is ready to 
help in a time of need or share your special joy.

You may have received a card, note, phone call or email from your Deacon. Maybe you’re old PCLG friends or 
the name of the Deacon is not really familiar to  you. We want to meet you face to face and share a few special 
moments.

Sunday, May 21, during coffee hour we will be serving strawberry shortcake and looking forward to making 
your acquaintance. Soon you will receive an invitation from your Deacon with full details on how you will be 
able to meet up and connect.

Deacon photos and congregation assignments will be on display in the Narthex during the May Sundays.

Let’s meet, greet each other and enjoy a spring treat.

Mazy Ahiers

Jan Black

Shirley Corbett

Mardie Dailey

Peter Delevett

Kathy DeMerit

Mayhill Fowler

Pat Garland  

Erin Heath

Elisa Herberg

Margaret Ann Joiner

Heather Metz

Dave Rader  

David & Marion Shaw

Christa Sinclair    

Sally Slocum

Joyce Stranberg

Jeffrey & Toneh Thompson                     

Don & Anita Wolf 

& Junior Deacon, James Delevett

Julie Lasher

Get to Know Others at

Tables of Eight

Our next session of Tables of 8 will run 
from June through December, 2017.  This 
is a great way to meet other members of the 
congregation and make new friends.

You can sign up during the month of May.  Look for the sign up table at the 
coffee hour or contact Mary Jane Humphrey by phone, 408-963-6005, or email, 
maryjhumphrey@comcast.net.



Holy week this year was extraordinary. Beginning with Palm Sunday, processing in waving palm 
branches following a donkey; the Maundy Thursday service led by the worship band; the Good 
Friday service, for a moment to understand and reflect on the sacrifice of our lord, was musically 
lead by the choir; and our Easter celebration with three services, the Sunrise service in the Grove 
led by the worship band, and two mirrored services with choir, brass, bells worship band and 
our organist.  It was an inspirational week.  

The month of May is going to be an exciting time for Music at PCLG.  We have a wonderful 
selection of music for the services and on May 21st at 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary, the music pro-
gram at PCLG will present a concert. We will feature all of the different musical groups at PCLG, 
including the Worship Band, the Bells, the Brass, the Strings, the Youth Choir, our organists and 
the Adult Choir. The Chancel Choir will be singing Schubert’s Mass in G. The concert will be a 
fund-raiser for ongoing repair and maintenance of the organ.  I look forward to seeing you all in 
church this Spring.  

  Michael Taylor, director of music
 michaelftaylor@comcast.net
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Youth Group Sunday Schedule

SNiFF - Middle School Youth 
Group meets 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Y.G.- High School Youth Group 
meet 7:30 to 9:15 p.m.

We were kneading dough for communion bread on Friday night at our most recent Love of God retreat 
(L.O.G. #25!), something we do every time. I marveled at the almost-too-familiar being the very thing 
through which God speaks to us. For me it was the quiet act of praying over this dough, but we could 
just as easily say it all-too-familiar was the bread itself.

Whether in the larger church calendar of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost and 
Ordinary time (Summer and Fall), or in the PCLG High School calendar of L.O.G., Mexico, L.O.G., and 
Summer stuff, we have a cyclical way of doing things.

For those of us who have lived our lives attuned to one or both of these cyclical calendars, it’s easy to 
become impatient with what’s expected because we have “been there, done that, and know everything.” 
Yet even in the sameness, the constant is that things are ever-changing. When I wonder or worry about 
next year and how/if we will do things differently, I remember a passage in Matthew as translated in the 
Message Bible.

Eugene Peterson translates Matthew 11:28-30, “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come 
to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me 
and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy 
or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”

The cycles of the church calendar or our evolving youth calendar are, for me, unforced rhythms of grace; 
walking and working together, not too burdensome in busy times, and all about the company with 
whom we keep.

We know to grow and share our faith we must remember and bear witness to what God has done 
and is doing in our lives. We keep these schedules because they help us live in gracious rhythms and 
relationships.  Like the dough we knead for communion bread, in the unforced rhythms of grace Christ 
molds us and remakes us for his use.

On the more practical level: we are excited to see what will happen to the Youth Center over the next 
month for its remodel and apologize for the YC’s contents spilling out into other areas of the church. 
Come help us unload the whole building at about 8 p.m. on Friday May 12, after Tacos & Trolls movie 
night.

  Love,
  Steve Fainer, Director of Youth Ministries
  fainer@gmail.com
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Sophia’s Layette Mother’s Day Baby Shower
Sunday, May 14th

During Coffee Hour on Mother’s Day we will be hosting the yearly Baby Shower 
for Sophia’s Layette. This is the Presbyterian Women’s Mission Project that supports 
New Mom’s in need thru the Santa Clara Visiting Nurses. Our congregation sends 
out between 12-16 complete layettes to the nurses.
Please help with this important Mission Project by bringing new infant-9mo. 
clothing, blankets, socks, onesies, and booties to the shower. We are also in need of 
baby socks, if you can’t make this fun event, you can drop off clothing, checks or gift 
cards anytime at the church office.

Save the dates: Local Mission Days August 2-5
We are still making plans for our local mission sites during this midsummer event. 
We have space in our schedule to highlight another local mission activity! If you 
have an idea, please email Martha Wills at mtswills@gmail.com

Did you know? 
The PCLG mission support budget is split about 50/50 between local and overseas 
organizations. Last month the mission committee donated $3,000 to the Buyamba 
(translated, “God Cares”) school in Uganda. This school has been serving refugees 
and orphans since 1999 and is more needed than ever, as Uganda has just achieved 
the dubious distinction of hosting the greatest number of refugees of any country 
in the world. Many of these refugees come from South Sudan, the home of PCLG 
members Gabriel and Roda Nyok. 

To learn more about Buyamba, visit www.ugandabuyamba.com.



Dear friends,

 We are at the end of our first 
quarter 2017.  Our pledged offering is at 
95% of budget and our overall income 
is at 91% of budget. Our expenses are 
at 95% of budget, resulting in a small 
deficit of $2,224 at this time. 

 Our investments experienced a 
gain this quarter of $161,700.

 We currently have 194 pledges 
in the amount of $833,334. It is never 
too late to pledge. You may pledge and 
give online at www.pclg.org. My email 
address is kristy.cole@pclg.org, should 
you wish to contact me.

 Thank you for your generosity.

 In Christ,

 Kristy Cole, Church Administrator
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Help Needed for Coffee Hour

Each Sunday we enjoy a coffee hour 
after worship.  It is a great way to 
connect with friends, old and new.

It takes 30 volunteers to bring you 
the coffee hour each week.  At least 3 people are required each week.  Each 
person works only 5 or 6 Sundays a year.

We will soon be making up the new schedule for 2017-18 and we will need 
some new volunteers.  Can you help?

Please contact Mary Jane Humphrey, 408-963-6005 or maryjhumphrey@
comcast.net.
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Have a short note for the next issue of The Spire?
Submit your bulletin board items to 

carlo@pclg.org

Personalized Pet Care for Your 
Peace of Mind

Currently seeking new daily 
clients!

Holly’s Honeys provides pet sitting, 
dog walking, and pet care in the, 
Los Gatos, Saratoga, San Jose, and 
Campbell areas.

Let’s Connect!

Holly Campana, Caring for Companion Pets & Animals for 15 years.

Dogs, Birds, Cats, Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, Rodents, 
Aquatic life, and Exotics

408-963-8020
Holly@HollysHoneys.com

M y Fair Lady to benefit Birthright of San Jose - May 25th

Come join us for a wonderful night of musical theater 
on Thursday, May 25, 2017 to benefit Birthright of San 
Jose, whose mission is to help woman facing un-planned 
pregnancy.

Hors D’Oeuvres & Champagne Reception 6:15 PM, 

Play Begins 8:00PM – Saratoga Community Theater

Coffee and Dessert during intermission

Exciting Silent Auction and Beautiful Gift Baskets Raffle

$45/person. Purchase tickets online at www.Birthright.Support 
& pick up at “Will Call”
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3 Louise Sherman
 Morgan McKibbin
6 Angie Smith
8 Ellen Graff
 Howard Loomis
10 Judith Borlase
16 Barbara Koplos
17 Marco Bommarito
21 Sue Coates
22 Ben Wagner
23 Barbara Snyder
26 Taryn Smith

29 Chris Daly
 Sally Slocum
30 Lucy Romero
 Laurel Gilbert
 Alicia Bierly
 Colleen Hattman

6 Howard & Sue Thomas

21 Amee & Brian Jones

25 Linda & Don Wagner

30 Erin & Brian Heath

 Worship on sundays

Adult Education                9 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary    10 a.m.
“God’s Place” Sunday School  10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time    11 a.m.

 BiBLE sTudy Groups
Men’s Bible Study Wednesday  6:30 a.m.
Pastor’s Bible Study Wednesday  2:00 p.m.
Theology on Tap 1st Monday  8 p.m.

 FELLoWship Groups

Friends, Food, Fellowship   2nd Saturday  6 p.m.
The Voyagers           3rd Saturday Fellowship & Service
Buoys & Gulls Various  Various
Mates Various  Various
Senior Stretch & Movement  Wed/Fri  9:30 a.m.
Happy Paint Thursday  10:00 a.m.
Bookends Various  Various
CoveKnit Group Wednesday  7 p.m.

 prEsByTErian WoMEn
Home  AM Groups 3rd Thursday  9:30 a.m.
PCLG AM (“WoW”) Group  Thursday  10 a.m.
PCLG Noon Group 2nd Thursday  12 p.m.

 CovEnanT Groups

Baker/Attwood Covt. Monday   10:00 a.m. 

 MusiC MinisTriEs
Los Cascabeles Tuesday  6 p.m.
Chancel Brass Wednesday  7:45 p.m.
Worship Band Thursday  7 p.m.
Chancel Choir Thursday  7:30 p.m.
Chancel Strings Friday  7:30 p.m.
Joyful Voices Sunday  11:30 a.m.
Youth Choir Sunday  6:30 p.m.

 youTh MinisTriEs

Middle School SNiFF Sunday  5 p.m.
High School YG  Sunday  7:30 p.m.
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