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November 2017  

• Parents’ Night Out,
     November 18

• Turkey Drive,
     November 19

• Inter-Faith Thanksgiving Service
     November 21

• Pledge Dedication Sunday,
     November 26

• Advent Craft Faire,
     December 3, 4 p.m. 
     (dinner at 6)

• Blue Christmas,
     December 5

• Christmas Eve Services
     December 24 at 4 & 10 p.m.

From the Pastor,
Rev. David G. 
Watermulder

for the day.

At this point, the 
people in our group 
perked up. Here was 
our chance! After 
seeing everything 
that they were doing 
in this worship 
service, here was 
our opportunity 
to participate in a 
meaningful way. 

After all, compared to the South 
African Rand (the currency they 
used), the US Dollar is very 
strong. And this church was 
located in a township, a poor 
community, whereas we were all 
coming from much more affluent 
places.

As the buckets were passed, we 
got the chance to be generous. 
And doesn’t it feel good to be 
generous?  

Whether with a family member 
or a friend, when you are able 
to treat them to something nice. 
Or to contribute to the needs 
of somebody on the edge of 
society. Or even to give a big 
tip for excellent service at a 
restaurant. It feels good to be 
generous!

This month at PCLG, we are 
talking about generosity, and 
the ways that we are asked to 
make financial contributions to 
our church. Part of that giving is 
really just a “duty.”         

In September, during 
my time in South 
Africa, our group 
spent a Sunday 
morning worshipping 
at a local church. It was called 
JL Zwane Memorial Presbyterian 
Church and it was quite an 
experience.

Everyone was wearing the 
traditional, colorful clothing of 
their home cultures. As people 
sang, they swayed and clapped 
along. Part of the songs had a 
kind of humming sound, which 
gave this low register undertone 
to the music, which then rose and 
erupted into a beautiful harmony. 
A group of women came dancing 
down the aisle and the song 
leaders in the front did a “call and 
response” as the women danced.  

Our group was spread out around 
the sanctuary and we really stood 
out, since most of us were North 
Americans and the congregation 
there was all local South Africans. 
Toward the end of the service, the 
pastor in the front called for the 
offering and the ushers brought 
out buckets and passed them 
down the rows for people to put 
in their gifts, tithes and offerings 



Pastor &
Head of Staff
Rev. David G.
Watermulder

david.watermulder@pclg.org

Parish Associate
Rev. Erica Rader

erica.rader@pclg.org

Church Administrator 
Kristy Cole

kristy.cole@pclg.org

Maintenance Specialist
Bob Ekstrand

bob.ekstrand@pclg.org

Director of Youth
Ministries

Steve Fainer
steve.fainer@pclg.org

Director of Children’s 
Ministries

Lauren Froman
lauren.froman@pclg.org

Worship Band Leader
Rita Hoegel

rita.hoegel@pclg.org

Visitation Ministries
Julie Lasher

julie.lasher@pclg.org

Receptionist
Lisa McKibbin

lisa.mckibbin@pclg.org

Growing FootPrints 
Director

Cory Mullins
growingfootprints@yahoo.com

Ministry Support 
Coordinator

Carlo Panighetti
carlo.panighetti@pclg.org

Director of Music
Michael Taylor

michael.taylor@pclg.org

2

(continued on page 2)

(continued from page 1) As Christian people and as members of a 
church, financial giving is something that we all need to do. It’s part 
of our faith and is a way to trust God with all aspects of our lives 
(even our finances).

But I wonder, if giving to PCLG could be more than just a “duty” 
or an “expectation”.  Part of the reason we gave so much to that 
church in South Africa was that we recognized that we ourselves had 
been greatly blessed. And so our giving back really flowed from the 
abundance that we have. Part of the reason that we gave was that the 
ministry of that church was so impressive and we wanted to see it 
continue and expand. It’s kind of like our own church: we appreciate 
what is happening and we want to see it continue to thrive.

In a lot of ways, generosity flows out of love. Love of a family 
member. Love of a stranger in need. Love of our church! There is 
more to giving to PCLG than just “keeping the lights on.” It is also a 
thanksgiving to God for what we have, it is an act of faith to share 
with others, and it is a sign of love for the congregation.

As you read the pages of this newsletter, you will see many of the 
things that are happening around PCLG these days. I hope that it will 
remind you of the love that God has for you and your family. And for 
the love that you have for your sisters and brothers in this place. And 
out of love, may generosity flow.

I will see you soon!

 Peace,

Special Guest Preacher: J. Herbert 
Nelson, Stated Clerk of PC(USA)

Sunday, November 19 during worship
The Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II serves 
as Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the largest 
Reformed denomination in the United States. 
He was elected at the 222nd General Assembly 
(2016) in Portland, Oregon.
The son, grandson, and nephew of Presbyterian 
pastors, Nelson is the first African American 
to lead the denomination, which has a 300-
year history in the U.S. As Stated Clerk 
his duties include interpreting assembly 
actions, representing the church on various 

denominational and ecumenical councils, witnessing on behalf of the church to 
social justice issues, and making statements as directed by an assembly.
PCLG is honored to host Dr. Nelson and we look forward to his visit. A reception 
and question & answer session will follow worship in the Social Hall.
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PCLG’s Book Club meets 
once a month, and new folks 
are always welcome! 

Questions/info? 
Contact Sue Hansen at 

paigeturner007@hotmail.com.

November
My Stroke of Insight

by Jill Taylor

December
Breakfast at Tiffany’s
by Truman Capote

January 2018
Hillbilly Elegy
by JD Vance

Here are a few pictures from our recent Women’s Retreat
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Well, that was fast…October came and went! Let’s look back at some highlights of October and look ahead to 
what’s planned for November…

COMING UP THIS MONTH…

Parents Night Out – November 18th, 5 p.m.-8 p.m.:  

We hope you will take advantage of this evening and enjoy some time without the kids.  The kids 
have a great time together, and we staff the evening with capable childcare providers, so you can feel 
comfortable leaving even the little ones. Dinner is provided for the children. Suggested donation $10/
family. RSVP to Lauren Froman.

1st Christmas Eve Pageant practice after worship on November 19th (end time 12:15)

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
12/3 – Advent Craft Faire

CONNECT
Questions, comments, concerns, need to connect? 
Lauren Froman – pclglauren@gmail.com

We had a great time at Movie Night. 
The evening began with good food 
and a yummy punch made by the 
talented Essie Asher. The kids had a 
blast jumping on the air mattresses, 
running around the social hall, 
doing some crafts and just being 
together. Thanks to all who attended!

October Highlights  

Our Joyful Voices Children 
Choir shined during worship on 
Reformation Sunday.  

KIDS AND STEWARDSHIP… 
In November the congregation is reminded of how we bring our gifts to God.  It is important to teach 
our children about bringing our gifts to God, whether that is a friendly smile, a helping hand, or the 
money we give to help the church do God’s work. If your child would like to give an offering, offering 
cards can be found on the activity cart in the Narthex, or our office can even give your child a pledge 
number and envelopes for the year.  If this is of interest to your child, please contact Lauren Froman.
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Your Adult Ed committee is 
always searching for a variety 
of interesting topics.  We were 
involved in a portion of Beer & 
Hymns [primarily the pretzels!]. 
The reason we ask you to fill 
out the evaluation forms is to 
get an idea of what was good, 
and what wasn’t. We welcome 
your feed back and are working on ideas for 2018. We meet 
the 2nd Sunday of the month right after church. You’re 
always welcome to visit our meetings and give us ideas, or, 
even better...join us as a permanent committee member. We 
organize the 9:00am classes on Sunday mornings, and the 
Supper & Study events, the movies Luther and The Way and 
the Death & Dying series. Our Elder for Adult Ed is Brenda 
Costanzo. Our committee includes Mary Akiyo, Beth Barry, 
Kristy Cole, Mayhill Fowler and Suzie Hansen. Share your 
ideas with one of us, or leave a note in our church mailbox 
in the office.   

Adult Education

Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in the Fireside Room.
November 5, 12, & 19.

(There will be no bible study on November 26)



Fall is finally here with the cooler weather. We 
are looking forward to some wonderful music.  
For All Saint’s Day, we will be singing John Rut-
ter’s “When the Saints Go Marching in” with 

choir, percussion, brass and clarinet. The bell choir will be playing for Sunday, November 12, conducted 
by their new director, Ruthanne Adams Martinez.  

On November 21st, the choir will be joining several other church and temple choirs for the interfaith 
service at St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception in Los Gatos. It’s always an inspirational service with a 
great message of unity. Look to the PCLG web site for more information.

As always, the music program continues to invite anyone who would like to share their talents in wor-
ship. Whether you are playing with the bell choir, worship band, brass, strings or singing with the choir, 
I guarantee you will have a wonderful experience, both in fellowship and worship. Christmas is coming 
and can be a very exciting time to join with us in celebrating the birth of Christ.  

   In Christ,

  Michael Taylor, director of music
 michaelftaylor@comcast.net

6

Orders for poinsettias are now being taken. You will be able to take your 
plant home after either the 4 p.m. or 10 p.m. Christmas Eve service on 
December 24.
Poinsettias are $10 each. Please return this order form with your check to 
the church office no later than Monday, December 4. Checks payable to 
Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos.

Name: ______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

Telephone: __________________________________________________________

Number of plants: _______________________ Amount enclosed:__________

In honor of : __________________________________________________________________

In memory of: _________________________________________________________

In celebration of: _______________________________________________________

Time to Order Your Christmas Poinsettias
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Youth Group Sunday Schedule

SNiFF - Middle School Youth Group:  
5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Y.G.- High School Youth Group: 7:30 to 9:15 p.m.

Spire deadline: 37 minutes

How to write a church newsletter article in 5 easy steps

1. Ask for a quick extension on the deadline. Thanks, Coco. 

2. Step out the door and walk the perimeter of the place and people you serve, in my case, PCLG.

3. Notice things upon which to comment - “the leaves on that tree are neon red...oh, look at that hole in the 
ground...yikes, I still haven’t gotten these things out of the chapel.” 

3b. Receive luggage for middle school camp weekend from one of the 
Smith families. There are currently four. 

4. Expand on something you notice. It seems to me that pastors are 
partly put into churches to help church folk learn how to serve others. 
I am not ordained yet, but I consider myself a pastor-type and we 
pastor-types, most especially the male variety, need help. And boy do 
I need help. Not just help with middle school Sunday school (which 
I do, of course) but help like in, “how would I go about hanging this TV or trimming this tree or [insert project 
here]?” In things like this, my natural hesitancy to be served or helped by others is overwhelmed by my total 
klutziness when it comes to doing stuff. I am very grateful for the help of people in my life, and I hope you’re 
happy at the chance to serve. You’re welcome, by the way. 

But alas, it may be that pastor-types are put into churches to help church folk learn how to forgive others. And 
what I’m really saying is that you practice by having to forgive people like me. You’ll have to forgive people like 
me for leaving random things in the chapel, or scheduling youth events on a weekend that’s totally inconvenient 
for your family, or for having boys in youth group that your daughter or your son likes, or vice versa, or for 
saying something confusing, challenging, frustrating or false in a sermon or some other communication. And I 
am sorry about those things and many more and I hope you can forgive me.

And right here, we have to quote Lutheran minister, Nadia Bolz-Weber, as she writes in Pastrix about speaking 
to new members, saying, “This community will disappoint them. It’s a matter of when, not if. We will let them 
down or I’ll say something stupid and hurt their feelings. I then invite them on this side of their inevitable 
disappointment to decide if they’ll stick around after it happens. If they choose to leave when we don’t meet their 
expectations, they won’t get to see how the grace of God can come in and fill the holes left by our community’s 
failure, and that’s just too beautiful and too real to miss.”

I don’t know if this community will disappoint you, but I might. Any of us might disappoint one another. And 
yet, I hope in those moments we stick it out together. I don’t know about you but disappointment might be a 
worthwhile price to see the grace of God come fill some holes.

5. Edit. Submit. 4 minutes late!

 Steve Fainer, Director of Youth Ministries
 fainer@gmail.com
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It is with great enthusiasm that I am writing this update as the new PCLG mission elder. We, as a 
church, owe a debt of gratitude to Martha Wills, who dutifully served as Elder in charge of Mission 
these past six years. I have big shoes to fill!  
But, I’m excited to report that I’m off to a good start due in large part to a faithfully committed group 
of volunteers on the mission committee. How blessed I am to serve along with them. In fact, the 
committee and I welcome you to join us! We meet the second Tuesday of each month at 12:30 p.m. at 
the church. I promise that these meetings will last no more than one hour and light refreshments will 
often be served if you are coming without having eaten lunch. Our next meeting will be November 14th.  
Please contact me if you plan to attend.
October was a busy and productive mission month! 
On Saturday, the 28th, 80 volunteers gathered in 
the Social Hall to pack meals for distribution by 
Rise Against Hunger. PCLG members, scout troops 
and other church members in our presbytery came 
and supported this truly amazing organization by 
packing over 15,000 nutritious meals. Our church 
donation of $3,625 funded the food needed to pack 
these meals for distribution to individuals in need. It 
is my hope that we can continue this fun and worthwhile endeavor in the future. 
As children in our area began school in August, the committee voted to donate $500 to the Alwa 
Foundation for the purchase of textbooks for Ugandan children. Our mission dollars are reaching far 
across the globe to support learning of young children in need.  
Going forward, Pastor Dave and our mission committee have decided to 
make regular monthly moments for mission during worship. Stay tuned 
for monthly updates on how we are serving others in our community and 

abroad with our time, talents and financial 
resources.   

On November 19, bring 
frozen turkeys with you to 
church to donate to needy 
famikies through Sacred Heart 
Community Services. There 
will be ice chests in front of the 
Sanctuary. Many grocery stores 
offer 2-for-1 deals, so keep an 
eye out for that!

Blessings,
 Carol Smith, Mission Elder
 Csmith392@aol.com   408-399-3463



Dear friends,

It is November and this is the start of our 
Stewardship season. As we approach 
Thanksgiving we can think of all the 
many things for which we are grateful. 
Our giving of both our finances and our 
time is a reflection of that gratitude.

Preliminary results for October show 
that PCLG has a budget deficit, however 
it is smaller than predicted at this 
time. Our pledge income is at 101% 
of budget and our overall income is at 
98% of budget. On the expense side 
we came in at 95% of budget, leaving 
us with a budget deficit of $24,976, 
compared to a predicted deficit of 
$45,366. Since our actual total amount 
of pledges is $834,844 compared to 
a budget of only $791,000, we are 
hopeful that this deficit will clear by 
year-end. Many thanks to those who also contributed to disaster assistance in the past two months for 
hurricane and fire victims.

As we near year-end, please check on your giving to see if you are on target with your 2017 goal. You 
may request a giving statement at any time. Just email me at kristy.cole@pclg.org or call the office at 
408-356-6156, ext. 21.

Thank you for your generosity.

 Have a blessed Thanksgiving,

 Kristy Cole, Church Administrator

We would like to welcome Amanda Suniga to our 
team! She will fill the role of our Staff Assistant/
Substitute. We are blessed to have her join us as we 

move into the holiday months.

A big thanks to all those who helped out on the PCLG work day. We 
appreciate the tree trimming!

In November we will be focusing on the poor in spirit in chapel. We will support a preschool in the 
Santa Rosa area as they rebuild and fill their supply needs. A GFP teacher has family in the area and 
this was their child’s preschool program. The program is Mark West Community Preschool.

If you would like to help you can go to https://www.rebuildmarkwest.com or email me for information.

 Blessings,
 Cory Mullins, Growing FootPrints Director growingfootprints@yahoo.com.   
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 Decorating the Sanctuary for 
Christmas

Friday, December 1 from 9:30 a.m.- 12 Noon. 

All are invited to join the Worship & Music 
Committee in decorating the sanctuary 
Christmas trees, setting up the Advent Wreath, 
hanging the wreaths, and setting up the 
candles in the windows. You are welcome to 
come for the entire time or drop in for an hour 
or so to help. We look forward to seeing you!

Annual Nut Sale  The Los Cascabeles 
Handbell Choir will be selling nuts again this 
year to help defray cost of ringers attending 
handbell festivals to learn new techniques, 
improve our skills, and to interact with other 
ringers. Nuts available for purchase include: 
Almonds (whole natural, salted, smoked, & 
sliced natural); Walnuts; Pecans; Pistachios; 
Macadamias; Mixed Nuts; Cashews. Order 
forms are available in the church office. 

Sunday, November 12 - Nuts to be sold ONLY on this day at 
coffee hour.

Packed in one pound bags, the nuts are ready for munching, 
gifts, or freezing for future use. Questions? Contact Colleen 
Hattman (408-398-0651 colleen@pathfindergrp.com) or Ruth 
Fong (408-395-9342 or ru.fong@comcast.net). Thank you in 
advance for your support of our Handbell program.

Sunday, December 3
Crafts: 4 p.m.

Dinner: 6 p.m.
$10/Person or $25/family

Come kick off the season of Advent 
with PCLG’s annual Advent Craft 
Faire. There are crafts for all ages, 
apple cider, Christmas music, and 
dinner for the whole family! Please 
rsvp on pclg.org/signup or on a 
Sunday after church.
Have questions? Want to volunteer to 
help with dinner or crafts? Contact 
Elder Bill Meadows (bill41357@
yahoo.com).
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2 Alicia Brodsky
5 Florence Buckman
7 Fletcher Cole
8 Mark McKinnon
10 Dan Rohrer
11 Ron Raecker
12 Erik Khoobyarian
 Carlo Panighetti
14 Cole Smith
15 Pat Moore
 Emily Bordelon
17 Ned Finkle

18 Madeleine Wills
19 John Wills
20 Peggy Heath
22 Jackson Bordelon
23 Colin Clancy
 Gene Caselli
24 Jack Longley
 Amee Jones
26 Jane Fainer
 Eric Schroeder
29 Addison McKibbin

7 Toni & Rick Khoury

11 Margaret & Damon Kvamme

15 Hank & Maurice Otto

 WORSHIP ON SUNDAyS

Adult Education                9 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary    10 a.m.
“God’s Place” Sunday School  10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time    11 a.m.

 BIBLE STUDy GROUPS
Men’s Bible Study Wednesday  6:30 a.m.
Pastor’s Bible Study Wednesday  2:00 p.m.
Theology on Tap 1st Monday  8 p.m.

 FELLOWSHIP GROUPS

Friends, Food, Fellowship   2nd Saturday  6 p.m.
The Voyagers           3rd Saturday Fellowship & Service
Buoys & Gulls Various  Various
Mates Various  Various
Senior Stretch & Movement  Wed/Fri  9:30 a.m.
Happy Paint Thursday  10:00 a.m.
Bookends Various  Various
CoveKnit Group Wednesday  7 p.m.

 PRESByTERIAN WOMEN
Home  AM Groups 3rd Thursday  9:30 a.m.
PCLG AM (“WoW”) Group  Thursday  10 a.m.
PCLG Noon Group 2nd Thursday  12 p.m.

 COvENANT GROUPS

Baker/Attwood Covt. Monday   10:00 a.m. 

 MUSIC MINISTRIES
Los Cascabeles Tuesday  6 p.m.
Chancel Brass Wednesday  7:45 p.m.
Worship Band Thursday  7 p.m.
Chancel Choir Thursday  7:30 p.m.
Chancel Strings Friday  7:30 p.m.
Joyful Voices Sunday  11:30 a.m.
Youth Choir Sunday  6:30 p.m.

 yOUTH MINISTRIES

Middle School SNiFF Sunday  5 p.m.
High School YG  Sunday  7:30 p.m.
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