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March 2018  

• Supper & Study
     March 7 & 21

• Companions in Hope
     March 14

• Faith & Science
     March 18

• Palm Sunday with Donkey 
Procession & Easter Egg Hunt
     March 25

• Messiah Sing
     March 25, 7 p.m.

• Maundy Thursday Service
     March 29, 7:30 p.m.

• Good Friday Service
     March 30, 7:30 p.m.

• Easter Sunday Services
     April 1. 6:30, 9 & 11 a.m.

• Adult Ed.: Powerful Tools for 
Transformation
     April 15, 22, & 29 
 after worship

From the Pastor,
Rev. David G. 
Watermulder

Here in the pages of 
this newsletter, you 
can read about them, 
and you will hear 
more each Sunday 
morning as well. This 
is a very full season 
for our church!

But more than 
being interested in 
having you simply 
“show up,” or in 

nodding your head and saying, 
“yes, yes, it all sounds good,” 
I wonder what this time of 
year will mean for you. Is this 
a time to try out a Bible study, 
like our 9 a.m. class on Sunday 
mornings, or a Grove Group? 
Is this a time when you want 
to grow in your understanding 
of the larger church around the 
world, through our Supper and 
Study programs on March 7th 
and 21st? Is this a month where 
you will challenge yourself 
intellectually by learning about 
faith and science at the event on 
March 18th after worship?  

Will this be a month when you 
say “no” to something, in order 
to find the deeper “yes” that God 
has for you?

In stepping into these church 
activities, my hope is that you 
will come with your mind and 
heart open for the meaning of 
the season.

(continued on page 2)

In my Doctoral class 
this year, we are 
reading a variety 
of books. We have 
read books about 
leadership, history, 
theology, economics, and social 
theory. Each week we read a 
different book and then we write 
about it as an assignment. 

When our Lead Mentor (our 
teacher) was explaining these 
assignments to us, he said, “I don’t 
want you to just tell me what the 
book says. I have read all of these 
books already! I am interested in 
knowing what these books mean, 
and what they mean to you.”

The idea is that we are not just 
passively consuming these 
books, or simply regurgitating 
the information back out of 
them. Instead, he wants us to 
explore and uncover what these 
books really mean, why they are 
important, how they matter for us.

It is much the same way for our 
church, here in the season of 
Lent. As your Pastor, I want to 
encourage you this month as we 
approach Holy Week and Easter. 
This is a time of year when there 
is a lot going on in our church. 
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(continued from page 1) Like doctoral students with too much to 
read, it can be easy to go on autopilot and just try to get through it. 
But the invitation of Lent is to look around and see what is going on, 
and to seek out the meaning that is here.

By the end of this month, we will be in Holy Week. It will start with 
the Palm Sunday processional with the donkey, and the Egg Hunt 
after worship for the children. That evening, we will join hundreds of 
others to sing the great words at the Messiah Sing. Maundy Thursday 
will be an intimate gathering in the chapel for communion, and then 
Good Friday will be in the Sanctuary with the Choir and a variety of 
preachers from within PCLG.

All of this leads us toward Easter. Sometimes, we arrive at Easter 
almost exhausted from the journey through Lent. It is possible 
to “over-do it” and take on too many tasks this month. So my 
prayer for you is that you will make your way through this month 
by intentionally looking out for the things that draw you in. To 
participate with your church in things that add meaning to your faith. 
To stretch yourself sometimes, but not to get stretched too thin.

When Easter comes, we will rejoice together! And on the way there, 
we are like pilgrims who see meaning and purpose behind every step 
of the way.

 Peace,
 Pastor Dave

Wednesdays, March 7 & 21. 6 p.m. (Supper); 7 p.m. (Study)

Engage in conversation with, and learn from PCLG members about 
Christianity in Iran and Korea, and the deep Christian witness and 
missionary history in those places. 

Dinner, featuring ethnic cuisine, will begin around 6:15. Then at 7, we 
will hear our PCLG members tell us about Christianity in Iran (March 
7), and in Korea (March 21). Pastor Dave will facilitate a question and 
answer period after each discussion. Want to help? Visit pclg.org/signup.
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Companions in 
Hope  

March 14 at 7 p.m. 
Fireside room.

 Join Pastor Erica and 
Julie Lasher for a new 
way to be encouraged 
and bolster your 
experience of hope as 
this new year begins. We 
will begin by sharing a 
simple supper together, 
then Pastor Erica will 
share her testimony 

about her experience of God’s hope through a mental health issue, and we will end with small 
group prayer. Companions in Hope for those who are needing hope and would like the care of 
others, those feeling alone on a journey of physical or mental health issues, and for those who 
are experiencing a loss of relationship, job or security. This is a new sort of group for our church 
community, so please contact either Julie or Pastor Erica if you have any questions!

Easter Flowers

Orders for Easter flowers are now being taken. You will be able to take your plant 
home after the 11 a.m. Easter service on April 1.

Plants are $9.00 each. Please return this order form with your check to the church 
office by Monday, March 19. 

Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
Telephone: _________________________________________
Number of lilies:_____ Amount Enclosed: _____________

In celebration of: ___________________________________
In honor of: ________________________________________

In memory of:  _____________________________________

 Please make checks payable to the Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos.
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Need to connect? Want to serve in 
Children’s Ministries?
 Contact Lauren Froman at 
 pclglauren@gmail.com

We are all on this parenting journey together, and if you 
are not “ad-libbing” your way through it, please email me 
ASAP…I want to know your secret!

Currently, Calvin and Hobbes is one of the popular books 
in our household (hence the comic strip). My brother and I 
read these when we were kids, but I appreciate the humor 
even more-so now. It has been a treat to read, and laugh, 
alongside the boys.

One of my goals this year is to read more – not a specific 
genre, just more. So, check! I’m already achieving by reading 
Calvin and Hobbes with my kids! Multitasking at its best.

Also, in an effort to connect reading and a daily practice of 
prayer, I purchased the book Praying through the Bible for 
your Kids by Nancy Guthrie.  The tag line on the back of the 
book says, “THE ONLY SURE THING you can count on when 
it comes to your kids…is that God has got them.” I loved this 
comment, on the inside cover, from another author, about the 
book:

“…We can’t change the hearts of our children…No matter 
how consistently we teach them, their hearts are not in our 
hands…you’ll not only be encouraged to read through the 
Bible every year for the sake of your own faith, you’ll also be 
encouraged to do the most important thing when it comes to 
your parenting: You’ll be encouraged to pray.”

Another author, in support of the book, goes on to say, 
“Where our own words fall short, His Word supplies our 
need.” I don’t expect that this book will cure me of parenting 
“ad-libbing.” Instead, I look forward to it shaping me, and my 
deepest hopes for my children, as well as giving me a daily 
reminder of grace in regard to my parenting. 

PALM SUNDAY & ANNUAL EGG HUNT

-March 25th is PALM SUNDAY and 
our ANNUAL EGG HUNT! The egg 
hunt will take place after worship in 
the Redwood Grove and on the GFP 
playground (weather permitting). 
Light refreshments will be provided to 
tide families over until lunch. 

EASTER SERVICES

9am: Sunday School will be offered 
to all children Preschool – 5th grade 
and our Nursery will be also be 
available for infants and toddlers.

11am:  All Church Worship.  Nursery 
will be available for infants and 
toddlers.  All children Preschool –5th 
grade will attend worship during this 
service.  Crafts will be set up in the 
Social Hall if you would like to take 
your children in there and watch 
the service on the screen. However, 
this is not a drop-off option for 
your children. Parents must monitor 
children in the Social Hall.
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Adult Education

Are science and faith compatible? Can you be a committed Christian and believe in evolution? What about 
global warming? And what should you think about advances in cognitive science and artificial intelligence?
Theologian and teacher Greg Cootsona has spent years researching these and similar questions. He will share 
some of his answers at a special PCLG program, Faith and Science, to be held after church on Sunday, March 18.
Greg directs the Science and Theology for Emerging Adult Ministries at Fuller Theological Seminary, and 
teaches religious studies and humanities at California State University at Chico. He has been interviewed on 
national television and has written several books, including “Mere Science and Christian Faith.”
The March 18 program will be in the social hall, and will run from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. A light lunch will be 
served and childcare will be provided. Sign-up sheets will be available during coffee hours starting Feb. 18. Come 
join us as Greg leads us in a fascinating look at the faith-science connection.

Sunday, March 18 after Worship

You know many facts about yourself: your name, age and address; what you like 
and what you do. But how well do you know your real, inner self? And how well do 
you know your family members and friends?
The Bible teaches that because of sin, we are alienated from ourselves, from others 
and from God. We often don’t understand why we do what we do, and we puzzle 
over others’ reactions. Through Christ, we are made right with God, but we often 
do not feel his approval or understand his will for our life.
On three consecutive Sundays after church – April 15, 22 and 29 – PCLG member 

Mark Bodnarczuk will lead a series of classes titled Powerful Tools of Transformation. Based on a biblical 
approach to Carl Jung’s psychology, the classes will equip us with practical tools we can use to help increase our 
self-awareness and see our own blind spots. These tools will also help us understand others and improve our 
relationships, and discern how God is at work in our day-to-day lives.
Mark works in the director’s office of the SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory at Stanford University. A 
published author, he holds an MA in theology from Wheaton College, and an AM in philosophy from the 
University of Chicago. 
All three classes will be held in the Fireside Room starting at 11:30 a.m. A light lunch will be served and 
childcare will be available. The first class will run for two hours; the second and third, for about 90 minutes.

Powerful Tools of Transformation 
A Series of Three Classes

Sundays, April 15, 22 and 29, 11:30 a.m.
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Toward the end of March we will be moving into Holy Week.  

Palm Sunday is always one of my favorite Sundays, even as it heralds the beginning of the Passion.  

We will have our wonderful Donkey procession again this year, something that always is such a delight.  
The Apostles must have been astounded when they found the donkey and the colt, just as Jesus had 
instructed them.  - And fulfilling prophecy, the crowds cheered Jesus chanting, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!”  

As we follow the donkey into the Sanctuary, our procession will be singing “Crown Him with Many 
Crowns,” with trumpets leading the tune.  

Maundy Thursday will be held in the Chapel and once again, be led by Rita and the Worship Band.  

Good Friday The Choir and Bell Choir will be part of worship. The choir will open the service with a 
“Tenebrae” by Marc’ Antonio Ingegneri.  He lived from 1536 to 1592. Ingegneri was acquainted with 
Pope Gregory XIV who was much involved with the Counter-Reformation and the Council of Trent.  
Some their dictates related to the clarity of text in music as in the style of the very famous Renaissance 
composer Palestrina. Palestrina’s music exemplified the masses and church music of the Counter-
Reformation for centuries to come.  

Ingegneri also reflected these guidelines and his music was often mistaken for the music of Palestrina.  
When I sang Ingegneri’s “Tenebrae” in high school, the copy was mistakenly attributed to Palestrina, 
but has since been correctly attributed to Ingegneri.  Ingegneri was also the teacher of the very famous 
early Baroque composer, Claudio Monteverdi.  Monteverdi was a pioneer in music and was an early 
composer of the new art form of opera in the early 17th century.  

The setting of the Latin responsorial text of the “Tenebrae” is as follows: 
Darkness fell when the Jews crucified Jesus:
and about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice:
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
And he bowed his head and gave up the ghost.  
Jesus cried with a loud voice and said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.
And he bowed his head and gave up the ghost. 

Piano – For the past several months we have been working towards the purchase of a new piano for 
the Sanctuary. Spurred on by a significant contribution from a member of PCLG’s choir, the Session 
approved funding for the piano and was able to provide additional funds from last year’s surplus. We are 
still around $10,000 short of our goal of $40,000 dollars. The music program will be continuing to fund 
the last $10K by taking donations at our concert in May as well as donations leading up to the concert.  

I am looking forward to journeying once again into the heart and into the message of our Lord’s sacrifice 
that Holy Week offers in reflection and worship.  

   In Christ, Michael Taylor, director of music. michaelftaylor@comcast.net
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Youth Group Sunday Schedule

SNiFF - Middle School Youth Group:  
5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Y.G.- High School Youth Group: 7:30 to 9:15 p.m.

I could say so many things about our most recent 
Mexico mission trip, but far be it from me to spoil 
all the good stories before the students share in 
worship on March 18. Thank you for sending us 
to serve, it was a pleasure and a privilege.

I will just say, if you think you’ve heard it all 
before, you haven’t. This was a special trip, filled 
with humorous and difficult challenges, two 
building sites, frigid weather, and scenic views. 
Rearrange your schedule if you’re planning to be 
away on the 18th. It’s going to be good.

If I say it 3 times, you’ll remember it better: 
March 18. Mexico Mission Sunday.

In other news, if you have a student who is going 
into high school next year or know someone who 
is in high school now but is under-connected to PCLG’s 
youth group and/or would like to go on our high school 
mission trip next year, please consider signing them 
up for our Love of God weekend on April 20-22. This 
is L.O.G. #27 for us and we are looking forward to 
welcoming a new crop of rising 9th graders and others 
into our wacky crowd. Contact Steve for more info.

 Steve Fainer, Director of Youth Ministries
 fainer@gmail.com

Laying out the foundation form, an hour into 
our first day on the job.

Our chapel focus for March is being Content. We look 
forward to Ms. Lauren (Children’s Ministries) joining 
us in chapel on the 21st!

We will also have picture day, send progress reports home and 
celebrate Spring as we discuss the plan for our garden!

GFP is thankful for the years of service Kristy Cole has given the program. I, personally, will miss 
chatting with her everyday. We are looking forward to working more closely with Lisa McKibbin as her 
role changes. Congratulations to you both as life brings you new adventures!

 Blessings, 

 Cory Mullins, Growing FootPrints Director growingfootprints@yahoo.com.   

News
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Handbell 
News

This is the second in a two-part series written by Bell Ringer Sue Hansen in 
celebration of the 40th anniversary of Handbells at PCLG. 
You can read part one* in the February issue of The Spire.  

We’re trying some new ideas this year; trying to ring ‘outside the box’.  
During Advent, we used our Ring-A-Long books. Each book corresponds 
to a specific bell.  Without knowledge of reading music, it makes it 
very easy to play along.  This gives folks a chance to try their hand at 
ringing.  As we look toward the beginning of our 5th decade of ringing, 
we welcome our new director, Ruthanne Adams-Martinez.  Go Down 
Moses, Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent, and our Christmas Carol Medley 
and bell peal are all her arrangements. We’re starting to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the arrival of our bells at PCLG. We’re making plans…
maybe it should include Toll House cookies, with nuts, of course!!       

Handbells were originally created as practice bells for tower bell ringers. 
In the UK, folks would ring the tower bells by pulling the ropes. Cold 
weather and villagers who didn’t want to listen to the practice sessions 
drove them inside with the creation of smaller bells, and voila—handbells 
were born!! Tower ringers do change ringing. It’s a process where bells are 
rung in different patterns. The change ringing we do involves one octave 
of bells—usually C to C. Our pattern ends up with the same bells in 
reverse order…IF we do it correctly; kinda tricky, but fun, especially when 
it turns out right!  

We’ve had as many as five bell choirs [at one time] in the past. Let’s have a 
youth choir again!  We practice on Tuesdays at 6:00pm and there’s always 
room at our table for more.  Even if you can’t play with us all the time, 
we always need substitutes. We have a pair of gloves ready and waiting 
for you.  Any long time bell ringer will tell you, if you make an error in 
ringing, look at your neighbor to throw suspicion off yourself; but I think 
every bell ringer should have a t-shirt that says, “Plays well with others”.  

*part one of this article said that Mark Anderson, the son of Ladd 
Anderson, is an organist in New Jersey. It has come to our attention that 
Mark is actually living and working in Philadelphia, PA. ~Sue H.

PCLG’s Book Club meets 
once a month, and new folks 
are always welcome! 

Questions/info? 
Contact Sue Hansen at 

paigeturner007@hotmail.com.

March
Almost Nearly Perfect 

People
by Mike Booth

April
Orphan Train

by C. Baker-Kline

May
The Language of Flowers 

by V. Diffenbaugh

June
Tea Girl of  

Hummingbird Ln.
by Lisa See

July
Born a Crime

by Trevor Noah

August
Gentleman in Moscow 

by Amor Towles

September
Mischling

by Affinity Konar



Dear friends,

Financial results for January are favorable, 
as is often the case in January because 
some people prepay the entire year, and 
some are still catching up from the prior 
year.

Our pledge giving for January came 
in at 126% of budget and our overall 
income came in at 110% of budget. On 
the expense side, we came in at 81% of 
budget, resulting in a budget surplus of 
$35,013. 

We have received 204 pledges for a total 
amount of $831,820 for 2018. 

As you know, I have retired at the end of 
February. Dale Loepp is our new Financial 
Administrator and can be reached at 
dale.loepp@pclg.org ,or you may leave a 
message for him in the church office. Dale 
is highly qualified for this position and I 
think you will like him very much.

Thank you for your many years of support and I will see you in church on Sundays!

Blessings,  Kristy Cole
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All-Church Mexico 
2018

June 23-30 
You’re Invited!

Please consider joining 
us this summer for 
a one-week Mission 
Trip to Northern 
Mexico to build 
homes for families in 
need. Hopefully you 

will join us for one of the information sessions* after worship (dates will be announced in the 
coming weeks in worship bulletins and weekly e-mails) to learn more about the trip. If you are 
interested in the trip but unable to attend one of the meetings, please e-mail us at mexico@pclg.
org or call Carlo at the church office (408-356-6156) for more information. 
*Returning trip participants are welcome, but not required, to attend the informational sessions.
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If you can volunteer to help at 
the rehearsals or at the Sing, let 
Chris Bollinger know (chris@
thebollingers.org) or sign up 
online at pclg.org/signup. 

Have a short note for the next 
issue of The Spire?

Submit your bulletin board 
items to 

carlo@pclg.org

If you are looking for a dog 
walker or sitter who loves 

dogs, I’m your person. Dogs 
love me and I’m sometimes 
called the “dog whisperer.” 

Whether you need assistance 
for the day, for the month, or 
regularly, I can help you out.

Call Fariba Samin at 
(408) 595-1183

References available by request.

Fariba is a new member 
of PCLG who will be 

interviewed at our March 7 
Supper & Study event.
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10 Romy & Annie Zeid

20 Jin Kim & Soon Lee

29 Ron & Patricia Rose

4 Beth Bordelon
5 Kathy Derby
7 Chris Bollinger
 Aylene Kuhn
 Bill Rehbock
8 Nolan Carlen
 Mike Langner
 Hansen Yao
9 Audrey Christianson
 Alicia Herman
10 Sharlene Thompson
12 Janet Robinson
 Jeri Hickman
14 Elizabeth Nelson

15 Jo Ann 
 vanBallegooijen
16 Toni Koury
18 Keyston Smith
19 Marlynn Harwood
20 Rachel Larson
22 Paul Greenland
 George Taylor
24 Allison Webb-Perez
26 Josh Harbin
27 Sarah Lasher
 Joshua Thompson
28 Austin Schultz
30 Mark Creamer

WoRSHIP oN SUNDAYS

Adult Education 9 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary   10 a.m.
“God’s Place” Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time   11 a.m.

BIBLE STUDY GRoUPS
Men’s Bible Study Wednesday 6:30 a.m.
Pastor’s Bible Study Wednesday 2:00 p.m.
Theology on Tap 1st Monday 8 p.m.

FELLoWSHIP GRoUPS

Friends, Food, Fellowship   2nd Saturday 6 p.m.
The Voyagers          3rd Saturday Fellowship & Service
Buoys & Gulls Various Various
Mates Various Various
Happy Paint Thursday 10:00 a.m.
Bookends Various Various
CoveKnit Group Wednesday 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN WoMEN
Home  AM Groups 3rd Thursday 9:30 a.m.
PCLG AM (“WoW”) Group  Thursday 10 a.m.
PCLG Noon Group 2nd Thursday 12 p.m.

MUSIC MINISTRIES
Los Cascabeles Tuesday 6 p.m.
Chancel Brass Wednesday 7:45 p.m.
Worship Band Thursday 7 p.m.
Chancel Choir Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Chancel Strings Friday 7:30 p.m.
Joyful Voices Sunday 11:30 a.m.
Youth Choir Sunday 6:30 p.m.

YoUTH MINISTRIES

Middle School SNiFF Sunday 5 p.m.
High School YG  Sunday 7:30 p.m.



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos
16575 Shannon Road
Los Gatos, CA 95032
408.356.6156, fax: 408.358.4167
www.pclg.org
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Palm Sunday - March 25
Maundy Thursday - March 29, service at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Good Friday - March 30, service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Easter Sunday - April 1, services at 6:30 (Sunrise in the Redwood 
   Grove), 9 & 11 (“Twin” Sanctuary services) a.m.


