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October 2018  

• From Eden to Eternity:  
   The Bible in 7 Weeks
     October 7-November 18

• Women’s Retreat
     October 19-21

• Pumpkins & Potluck
     October 24

• Handbell/Organ Concert
     October 27

From the Parish 
Associate, 
Rev. Erica Rader

In our Presbyterian 
tradition, we don’t 
assign this role of 
pastoral presence 
for the church only 
to our pastors, we 
also ordain Deacons 
to this ministry of 
presence. Each of 
our Deacons has a 
group of members 
who they seek to 
be present with 

throughout the ordinary and 
extraordinary experiences of 
their lives. Of course, the role 
of caring for each other is a 
commitment that each of us 
makes when we commit to our 
church family, but it is important 
that we set a deliberate priority 
through the office of Deacon 
which sets our intention to be a 
caring church community.

One of the things I’ve learned 
from people in our church 
who have come through a time 
of suffering is how much it 
means to receive a phone call, 
an e-mail, a card, a meal or 
flowers, from pastoral leaders, 
as well as from friends in the 
church. People feel a ministry 
of presence in simple prayers 
offered or brief visits. Simple, 
brief and heartfelt is what 
matters more than eloquence or 
perfect timing. And something 
I was recently reminded, it is 
never too late to send that card.  

(continued on page 2)

One of the great 
privileges of being a 
pastoral leader in the 
church is getting to 
share in the tender 
and important moments of 
people’s lives, whether these are 
milestones or difficult transitions. 
People respond to life changes 
in varied and unique ways, and 
sometimes the most important 
thing that is needed is for 
someone to be present, to listen 
and show expressions of caring or 
attentiveness. It is often described 
as a ministry of presence, where 
the presence of a caring person 
reminds another of God’s 
presence in our midst. 

Remember one of the most 
anguished time of Jesus’ life on 
earth, his prayers in the Garden of 
Gethsemane before his trial and 
execution? (Matthew 26:36-43) 
I’m reminded what Jesus asked 
from his three closest friends---he 
asked them to remain with him 
and be present. Jesus didn’t ask 
them to resolve his suffering, to 
explain his suffering, but in his full 
humanity, he asked them to be 
present.
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(continued from page 1) We live in a performance focused place 
where we may have a desire to reach out and we don’t because we 
want to write the elegant, perfect message, collect our thoughts for 
that phone call or have time for a gourmet meal.

And back to the example of Jesus in the Garden---sometimes we 
need to reach out to tell others what we need, just like Jesus did. He 
had to repeat himself to his friends to tell them what he needed.  I’ve 
appreciated when people have reached out to tell us what is going on 
and what they need. We are all imperfect and we mess up, and we 
also are all unique in our response to the challenges in our life. Let’s 
embrace this opportunity to share our precious, beautiful and messy 
lives with each other.

  Love, 
  Pastor Erica

Adult Ed has a great season planned for the Sunday morning Bible 
Study.  Some of the classes will be just before church (9:00 – 9:50), 
and some of the classes will be just after church (11:30 – 12:20).  All 
will be held in the Fireside Room.  Some of the upcoming courses 
are below.  Watch the bulletin for more details.

• 9 a.m. Sept 16-30:  Reunions, Reuniting, and Gathering 
• 11:30 a.m. Oct 7 – Nov 18:  Eden to Eternity – The Bible in 7  
 Weeks! Led by Rev Dr. Paul Watermulder
• Nov 25:  Thanksgiving Break – No class
• Dec:  Courageous Conversations Moderated by Pastor Dave
• Jan:  Forgiveness
• Lent:  A Study of “The Letter from a Birmingham Jail” by Martin  
 Luther King Jr.
• April/May:  How the Bible Came to Be
If you have any questions or would like to join the Adult Ed committee, 
please contact Brenda Costanzo at 1brenda.costanzo@gmail.com
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I am eagerly anticipating our Women’s retreat, our third annual retreat at Mission Springs in Scotts Valley. Each 
retreat that I have shared with our women has added a new layer of treasured connection for me and many 
attendees have told me they share my experience. 

I am so glad to introduce our speaker, Dr. Susan Phillips. Susan has been a friend and a source of inspiration 
to me for 15 years, since she taught my first seminary class. The best way I can describe Susan is that she is the 
kind of person that helps you observe and appreciate God’s beauty in a deeply prophetic and imaginative way 
that keeps the focus on God, not on her intelligence and gifts. Time with Susan has always filled me with peace, 
which is why I happily served as her teaching assistant over several years. 

The Women’s retreat is one of the best ways to connect more deeply at PCLG. We are very focused on helping 
everyone feel welcome and known. We purposely gather in a place that is away from home, but not too far, so 
that any women who can only come for the day on Saturday can join us. 
If you would like to serve at the retreat or if you have any questions, please ask me! Registration is open now!
 Grace & peace,  Pastor Erica erica.rader@pclg.org

Wednesday October 10 at 7 p.m. in the Fireside room.  We invite you to the next series of 
gatherings. Come for one or for all. We will begin our gathering by sharing a simple supper 
together, then someone will share their testimony about their experience of God’s hope, 
and we will end with small group prayer. We have found that hearing others’ stories brings 
us fresh hope and a deeper sense of connection to God and others. Please contact either 
Julie Lasher (jhlasher01@gmail.com) or Pastor Erica (erica.rader@pclg.org) if you have any 
questions! We will be having one more meeting in this series on November 7.
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Questions? Contact Steve Fainer, 
Director of Youth Ministries - 
fainer@gmail.com

A few weeks ago, our church participated in 50 hours of prayer in the Faith Chapel. We were so grateful 
to have so many of you join College, High School and Middle School students in a prayer vigil that 
made familiar Bible stories a starting place for prayer and introspection. 

Even as the writer of those scripture story prayers, I found the questions challenging and probing, and 
spent over 90 minutes in the middle of the night praying through those stations. I hope those who 
participated found it meaningful and I look forward to next time, whenever that might be.

In our High School youth group, we launched our new “Faculty” 
guest speaker series with our first special guest, Economist Dr. John 
Wills. Both of John’s kids have come through our youth program as 
leaders in the youth group, so it was fun to not only learn from him, 
but have a dad whose kids we know and love come visit a completely 
new generation of students. 

John introduced the field of economics and led us in a game based 
on relative inequality within different countries and how citizens 
might redistribute some of that inequality. He quoted John Rawls by 

Please Contact Elder Essie Asher 
(seasher@comcast.net), or signup online at 

the link at www.pclg.org/signup,  
If YOU are available to prepare a Meal 

for our Youth Ministry Staff on a Sunday 
Evening between Middle School and 

High School youth groups. Thank you in 
advance for your help!

Calling all cooks!
saying, “The just society is that in which you would choose 
to be assigned without knowing what your status within 
that society would be.” A wise quote and a reminder that 
the greatest country on earth still hasn’t made it to Rawls’ 
definition of just. Thanks again, John! 

Dr. Julie Lasher is up this month and we’re looking forward to 
learning from her!

Speaking of October, our Middle School Sunday School class 
will explore God’s command to watch over/guard/steward 
creation. As part of that exploration, we’ll also be stewarding 
a small portion of our neighborhood by cleaning up Ross 
Creek from “the bridge” to LG-Almaden road on Sunday, 
October 21. We’re taking our classroom outside that day. 
Parents of Middle Schoolers would be most welcome to join 
us, too! Let’s clean up our creek together.

Lastly, as we move into later Fall, please keep our students in 
prayer as we go to our Middle School retreat at Westminster 
Woods the first weekend of November, and as our High 
School students prepare for the Love of God retreat, Dec. 7-9.
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October is always a great month for music. The choir is hitting its stride and will be having a 
special day long retreat singing and sharing fellowship. The Brass and the bells will also be 
playing in October along with Joyful Voices, our elementary level choir.  

In October, the choir will be singing O Sing unto the Lord, by Hans Leo Hassler (1564 – 1612).  
This very bright and upbeat peace features aspects of the Madrigal; a secular, late Renaissance 
style created toward the end of the 16th century. Madrigals were often sung in homes by small 
choral groups, or family members. The pieces used imitative and theatrical devices as part of 
the style to musically represent the chirping of birds, laughter or even the melancholy “sighs” of 
despair… often reflecting love found and lost. Though Madrigals were written around a myriad 
of subjects, they were composed most often in an upbeat and whimsical fashion. They are still 
sung today in a plethora of Madrigal Choirs at High Schools and Colleges.  

A Musical Adventure of Epic Proportions.

Maestro Hans Leo Hassler was an extremely important and 
influential composer of the German school. He studied in Venice 
in the late 1500s just as the musical style referred to as the 
Renaissance Style of the 14th and 15th century, was evolving into 
the Baroque Style of the 17th and 18th centuries. For context, 
Bach and Händel both wrote in the Baroque style/period of music. 
Hassler was one of the first Germans to study in the new and 
evolving Italian style and bring those innovations to Germany. 
While he was Lutheran, he managed to write Masses and other 
sacred styles of music that fit the liturgy of both the Lutheran and 
Catholic Churches. Hassler’s journey to Italy was later duplicated 
by many would-be German composers including Händel. It also 
led to a domination of the Italian style and teachers in Germany, 

Austria and throughout Europe. This trend prevailed up until the early 19th century. Mozart, 
Haydn and even Beethoven studied with Italian teachers, in many ways, thanks to Hans Leo 
Hassler who two-hundred years earlier embarked on an epic musical adventure.  

-Michael Taylor, director of music. michaelftaylor@comcast.net
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Annual Handbell Choir

The handbell choir will have nuts available for purchase 
on Sundays, November 11 & 18.

Have a big order (5 lbs or more)? You can pre-order on 
Sunday, November 4 to expedite your nut pick up. 

Please pay at the time of order.

Nut Sale

This years selection:
Almonds (whole, salted, or smoked), Walnuts, Pistachios, Pecans, Cashews, & Mixed Nuts

All nuts are sold in one-pound bags. They’re great for holiday cooking and gift-giving!
Questions? Contact Ruth Fong at ru.fong@comcast.net or (408) 395-9342
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The Mission Committee meets monthly on the second Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. at church.  
Please feel free to join us.

As we kick off the new year at PCLG, it’s my hope to further engage the church in our current 
mission projects.  Front Door Ministry provides bag lunches to the homeless and those in need 
four days per week at First Presbyterian Church in San Jose.  We support this mission by packing 
400 lunches each month during coffee hour.  Additional volunteers are needed to pass out the 
lunches and support this important ministry. Our sock and blanket drive is another way we hope 
to support the homeless of San Jose as the weather gets colder.  Donations of new socks and 
lightweight fleece blankets are needed and can be brought to the narthex or church office.   If you 
are interested in volunteering at Front Door Ministry, please contact me.  
Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 27, 2018 at 9 am as we pack 15,000 meals in 
conjunction with Rise Against Hunger.  This is an extraordinary opportunity to serve our global 
community!  And it’s fun for all ages.  Sign up on our church website, so we can keep track of 
the volunteers.  Approximately 90-100 people are needed to pack these meals.  If you haven’t 
participated in a Rise against Hunger meal packing, please come!  If you have participated, you 
know what fun and fellowship are in store!  
Looking forward to serving with you as we support those in need locally and globally.  
 Blessings, 
  Carol Smith, Mission Elder
  csmith392@aol.com 408-399-3463

We are excited to host the Interfaith Thanksgiving service this year at PCLG. This shared 
service is hosted by faith communities in Los Gatos on a rotating basis and is a great 
celebration of our strong interfaith community. Please contact the office if you would like 
to help greet or provide hospitality after the service.

Tuesday,  November 20th 7:00 p.m.
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Greetings, PCLG parishioners!  As we near the end of the third quarter, our year-to-date pledged 
offerings are currently running less than the budgeted amount (by $45,885) as of August 31, 2018.  
However, total expenditures for 2018 also continue to run less than budget—by approximately 7% year 
to date—resulting in a relatively small net deficit of $5,260 as of the end of August, 2018.  

As stewardship season approaches, church staff and leadership are already beginning to think about our 
church’s financial planning and program goals for 2019, and fall is also a good time to begin considering 
your own plans for supporting PCLG in the coming year.  I’m truly amazed at the generosity I see 
expressed at PCLG in so many different ways; thanks for being a part of this community!

Please feel free to contact me at dale.loepp@pclg.org if you ever have any questions about PCLG’s 
finances.

It has been a busy start to the 2018-2019 school year! We are fully 
enrolled and as such we are active, busy and noisy! 

We have had Happy Hollow visit our Pre K, celebrated our 25th 
birthday, and we are looking forward to our Harvest event at the end of the month.

Chapel began with Grace the Gardener introducing the Fruits of the Spirt and we are learning a new 
song...”Good Fruit.” The children have been introduced to prayer, the Bible, and Daily Blessings.

Enjoy the first months of Fall as we move into cooler weather!

 Blessings,

 Cory Mullins, Growing FootPrints Director growingfootprints@yahoo.com.   

News

Miss Cory & her family at GFP Sunday, September 23, 2018
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Have a short note for 
the next issue of The Spire?
Submit your bulletin board 

items to 
carlo@pclg.org

If you are looking for a dog 
walker or sitter who loves 

dogs, I’m your person. Dogs 
love me and I’m sometimes 
called the “dog whisperer.” 

Whether you need assistance 
for the day, for the month, or 
regularly, I can help you out.

Call Fariba Samin at 
(408) 595-1183

References available by request.
Fariba is a member of 

PCLG

Welcome, Pastor Martin!
The Reverend Martin Behrensmeyer will be visiting from 
Germany in late October through early November, and 
bringing a word from the international church. He and 
Pastor Dave will co-preach a shared sermon on Sunday, 
October 28.
Martin has been a minister with the Protestant church 
for over 32 years - and until June 2018 all in one parish 
on the countryside in Germany (google “Sauerland” or 
“Lennestadt-Altenhundem”). 
He recently accepted a new position as Interims Minister 
in Iserlohn. The concept of interims ministers was adapted 
from the United Church of Christ in the US and allows 
parishes that are going through/planning for significant 
change to have a 1-2 year placement of an interims minister 
before opening up the position to a long term applicant. 
The idea is that the interims minister can facilitate and 
guide through some of the large change processes before the 
church commits to a new long term minister. 
Martin is married to Anita and they have three children 
adult children, one of them (Annette) is a member of PCLG. 
Anita works as a preschool teacher for the under-2 year olds, 
and she will be visiting Annette and Drew for six months 
from February to spend time with her first grandchild.
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2 BRENDA & ROCKY COSTANZO 
 ROBERT & VIVIAN GABEL  
11 JEFF & CATHERINE SOMERS 
12 WILLIAM & KRISTY COLE 
23 JULIE & WILLIAM LASHER 
25 PETER & KIM DELEVETT 
 KATHY DEMERIT & JIM SOUTHER

1 ALICE CHAIGNON 
 CHRIS HINTZ 
 ANDY MACICA 
2 RENATE FRICK LANGER
 SUSAN MCDOUGALL
3 JOAN BROWN 
 MILT KHOOBYARIAN
4 JIM STONER
5 ROGER HEATH 
6 FAITH SCHIRM 
9 ALEXIS HOEKSTRA 
 MIKE KUHN 
 LIZ SMITH
11 CAROLYN LOWENTHAL
 MAURICE OTTO 
14 MARIA SCHROEDER 
16 SUZIE HANSEN 
 SHERYL HEACOCK
17 REBECCA ROHRER 
18 STEPHEN DALY

20 ANNIE CASTELLINO
 KIM DELEVETT 
 TCHATCHO MODIA
22 HENDRIKA HARRIS 
23 WILLIS BROWN
 PAT GARLAND 
 DAMON KVAMME
24 DAVID HEATH
25 PAM BANCROFT
26 RON ROSE
 JAN WILSON 
27 COLLEEN MCNEAL
29 KEISHEANA CERUSSI
 JANE HERBERICH 
 RITA HOEGEL
30 JANET ANVICK
31 LINDA BALE
 BRIAN HEATH
 SCOTT HOWSER

WorshiP on sundAys

Adult Education 9 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary   10 a.m.
“God’s Place” Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time   11 a.m.

BiBLE sTudy GrouPs
Men’s Bible Study Wednesday 6:30 a.m.
Pastor’s Bible Study Wednesday 2:00 p.m.
Theology on Tap 1st Monday 8 p.m.

FELLoWshiP GrouPs

Friends, Food, Fellowship   2nd Saturday 6 p.m.
The Voyagers          3rd Saturday Fellowship & Service
Buoys & Gulls Various Various
Mates Various Various
Happy Paint Thursday 10:00 a.m.
Bookends Various Various
CoveKnit Group Wednesday 7 p.m.

PrEsByTEriAn WoMEn
Home  AM Groups 3rd Thursday 9:30 a.m.
PCLG AM (“WoW”) Group  Thursday 10 a.m.
PCLG Noon Group 2nd Thursday 12 p.m.

MusiC MinisTriEs
Los Cascabeles Tuesday 6 p.m.
Chancel Brass Wednesday 7:45 p.m.
Worship Band Thursday 7 p.m.
Chancel Choir Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Chancel Strings Friday 7:30 p.m.
Joyful Voices Sunday 11:30 a.m.
Youth Choir Sunday 6:30 p.m.

youTh MinisTriEs

Middle School SNiFF Sunday 5 p.m.
High School YG  Sunday 7:30 p.m.



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos
16575 Shannon Road
Los Gatos, CA 95032
408.356.6156, fax: 408.358.4167
www.pclg.org

NONPROFIT ORG.
 U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

CAMPBELL, CA 
PERMIT NO. 7034


