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Winter 2018/2019  

• Advent Craft Faire
     December 2

• High School L.O.G. Retreat
     December 7-9

• Parents’ Night Out
     December 15

• College Welcome Brunch
     December 22

• Christmas Eve Services
     December 24, 4 & 10 p.m.

• New Member Class
     January 26

• Pancake Breakfast
     January 27

• Presbytery Meeting  
   Hosted by PCLG
     February 2

• Annual Meeting
     February 3

From the Pastor,
Rev. David G. 
Watermulder

the sweetness that is 
in store.

This Advent season 
at PCLG we will 
do this in a number 
of ways. First is in 
Sunday worship. 
Week by week we 
will light candles 
on the Advent 
wreath, we will hear 
about Jesus, the 

one who comes to us, and we 
will even sing some Christmas 
carols. Rather than waiting 
for Christmas to arrive to start 
singing some of these great 
songs, we will include one each 
week throughout the season.  

After worship each Sunday 
in December, I will host a 
Community Conversation in 
the Chapel, which will be a 
chance for people to reflect on 
the themes from the sermon that 
day. You are invited to stop by 
and share or listen with us.

There is a an Advent Craft Faire, 
a Blue Christmas service, a 
Christmas Tea, a Parents’ Night 
Out, and a College Welcome 
Brunch.  

In the pages of this newsletter 
you can read more about what is 
happening around PCLG and the 
ways for you and your family to 
be a part of it all. 

(Continued on page 2)

When I was a little 
kid, my mom would 
let my siblings 
and I “help” her 
when she baked 
Christmas cookies in the kitchen. 
Occasionally we would add an 
ingredient or mix something 
in a bowl, but mostly our help 
consisted of licking the blenders 
after she was done mixing the 
cookie-dough.

Did you ever lick the cookie-
dough off of a blender or a spoon 
when you were a kid?

In a way, Advent is like this. It is a 
time when we are at work in our 
homes, our church, and our own 
hearts to prepare for something 
delightful that is coming our way. 
We wait and watch for Jesus’ birth 
on Christmas, which is always 
a high point of celebration and 
joy. It’s even better than eating 
Christmas cookies!

But along the way, even while 
the cookies are still in the oven, 
still being prepared, not yet ready 
to eat, we are also invited to get 
a foretaste of things to come. In 
Advent, we are allowed to “lick 
the blenders” and taste some of 
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(Continued from page 1) On Sunday, December 23rd, in our morning 
worship, we will enjoy the annual Christmas Pageant featuring some 
of the children of the congregation. And on Christmas Eve, December 
24th, we will have a 4 p.m. family-oriented service and a 10 p.m. 
“communion and candlelight” service.  

All of this is still ahead for us.  Like children licking the cookie-dough 
off of the blender, come and join your church family this Advent 
season in the delights that God has in store for us all.

 Peace, Pastor Dave

The annual meeting 
of the congregation 
will be held on 
Sunday, February 
3 directly after the 
worship service.

Please join us on Saturday, January 26 from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. in the Fireside Room to get to know 
each other, get to know the church, and share 
lunch together.
Refreshments, childcare and lunch will be 
provided. RSVP online at pclg.org/signup.

Church Office Updates

This Christmas season, the PCLG office will have abbreviated hours. 
The office will be open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the following days, 
and closed entirely on Christmas Day, New Years Eve, and New 
Year’s Day:
  December 24, 26, 27, & 28.

Lisa McKibbin, our Church Administrator will be out of the office 
on medical leave in December. She hopes to be back in around 
January 5 or so. In the meantime, please keep Lisa and her family 
in your prayers (and look in future bulletins for info if you’d like to 
cook them a meal), and we thank you for your flexibility around 
the church. Teresa Huntley, Dale Loepp, Carlo Panighetti, and all of 
PCLG’s talented staff will be working to pick up the slack, but your 
patience and care are much appreciated. 

Can you help out in the Front Office?

We are seeking additional volunteers to help in our front office once a month in 
the afternoon. Duties include answering phones, greeting guest and light office 
work or projects. For more information, please contact Teresa Huntley at 408-
356-6156.
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The December Sunday morning Adult Ed Study will be a three week series (Dec 3, 10, and 17) 
of “Community Conversations with a Christian Voice”.  Led by Pastor Dave, we will have the 
opportunity to reflect on the morning’s sermon.  Please join us in the Chapel (at the end of the 
Social Hall) at 11:30, for about an hour.  Childcare and a snack will be provided.

Do you know you are a sheep? Yes, you are, if you are a member of PCLG.  You belong to a flock, one of 
a dozen church flocks, each tended by a deacon, whose job it is to look after you.  Your deacon should be 
in touch with you during this holiday season—but no shepherds’ crooks or shearing or woolgathering 
allowed.  
What then do deacons do?  Your deacon will arrange meals to be delivered to your home if you or 
someone in your family falls sick. Run errands. Visit in the hospital, with prayer shawl and flowers, if 
you like.  Arrange transportation.  Bring home communion. Pray with you.  Listen to you, with you, for 
you.
If you do not know your deacon, please call the church office (408-356-6156) to find out.
In early November, PCLG Deacons held an all-day retreat next door at the Terraces, with Pastor Dave 
and Pastor Erica in attendance, in order to plan for the coming year.  Mary Kay Baker and Julie Lasher 
are the new moderators of the Deacon Board.  Steering committee:  Jacob Gamble and Leslie Verduzco, 
flock assignments; Margaret Ann Joiner, education; Mayhill Fowler, communication; Toneh Thompson, 
recorder.  Choe Hickman is Elder liaison.  
If you have questions or suggestions for the Deacon Board, you can phone or email Mary Kay and Julie.  
Mary Kay Baker can be reached at marykay.baker@gmail.com or 616-291-7161.  Contact Julie Lasher at 
jhlasher01@gmail.com or 408-656-8419.  
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Director of Youth Ministries - fainer@gmail.com

As you receive the Spire this month, our High School youth group is making final preparations for our Love 
of God (L.O.G.) #28 retreat. Callie Bonne and Nelson Damore are the two student co-leaders, leading a team 
of 18 other students and coordinating with our adult team. L.O.G. hosts new participants in a weekend of 
short-term, experimental and intentional Christian community. For some long time readers of the Spire, 
you’ve heard about L.O.G. many times – perhaps even 28 times! For others, it might be a new thing. With 
the initial planting of the ministry by a church from Goleta, California, we’ve been hosting L.O.G. retreats 
since the Summer of 2002. That’s how we get to #28, because sometimes we host two retreats a year. 

Like most Christian camp experiences, the weekend is a chance to get away, bond with friends, sing worship 
tunes, play games, have deeper discussions, and in all things, we hope, connect with God. Maybe for the first 
time.

The difference from other camps is that our students make it happen. They write reflections, they lead small 
groups, they write little notes of encouragement to their peers, they paint and create and make a mess of the 
youth center in preparation for the weekend. For a few of our Seniors this Fall, it will be their 8th L.O.G., 
which is a rare thing, and it has made me wonder about the value of doing the same retreat again and again.

Then I heard a few of them share the rough drafts of their “talks” which they’ll share at the weekend. And I 
was very proud. These “talks” are essentially mini sermons that allow the student to share and reflect, as well 
as jump-start small group conversations. Students use outlines to write the talks and each retreat, we ask the 
same sorts of questions in small groups.

It feels, and is, repetitive as students reflect again on the pressures in their lives or the obstacles between 
them and God or how they are responding to God’s love in their life. But returning to these same topics 
every six months or so allows them to see their own growth, their own place in the community and their 
own responsibility. They are growing into the larger story of God’s people and God’s mission in the world. 
Not that they have it figured out upon high school graduation, but they have at least practiced looking back 
on where God has touched their lives and can tell the story of God being with them.

The weekend is hosted for new students, and we point our veterans to focus on the newbies, but as they are 
doing that, God is focusing in on them, too. And similar to our own repetition and reflection in worship 
each Sunday, these students are learning the value of looking back, taking time to reflect and seeing how 

Please Contact Elder Essie Asher 
(seasher@comcast.net), or signup online at 

the link at www.pclg.org/signup,  
If YOU are available to prepare a Meal 

for our Youth Ministry Staff on a Sunday 
Evening between Middle School and 

High School youth groups. Thank you in 
advance for your help!

Calling all cooks!
God loves them and where God has been present in their lives. 
If that’s a practice the PCLG youth ministry can impart to its 
youth, then here’s to L.O.G. #100!

Love, Steve

Coming up soon: 
Dec. 16 - Middle School and High School Christmas Parties 
Dec. 22 - College Student brunch at Pastor Dave’s house. 
Jan. 27 -  Mexico Mission Pancake breakfast Fundraiser



6

I want to wish everyone a very safe, sane and 
healthy holiday season.  This is a busy time of 
the year where wonderful memories are made. 

Looking Back

PCLG has had so many amazing events take place in the past few months, I wanted to take a moment 
and reflect on them.

Bells  In October, Ruthanne Adams Martinez, our Bell Choir director hosted a spectacular Halloween 
concert and reception. Along with the bells playing some fun music, Margaret Kvamme brought the 
music of the organ as well. It was a very successful fundraiser for bell maintenance.  

Interfaith Service  This year PCLG hosted the annual Thanksgiving Interfaith service where many 
different faith traditions gathered. It was a moving service with a choir of 40 singers, instrumentalists and 
an inspirational message. PCLG has been a part of this program for over 25 years. Next year’s service 
will be hosted by Temple Shir Hadash. It’s a service not to be missed.  

Coming events  We are looking forward to many wonderful events for the Holidays.

Blue Christmas  The Blue Christmas service will be held on Tuesday, December 4, at 7:00. It’s an 
opportunity to reflect on loved ones who have passed as well as a chance for healing and quiet 
contemplation. Rita, Jennifer, Ruthanne Adams Martinez, The Bell Choir, Carlo and Michael will bring 
the music. We hope to see you there.  

Christmas Pageant  This year the Christmas Pageant will be held at the 10 a.m. service on Sunday, 
December 23. With a large cast of kids from K-6 dramatizing the birth of Christ, it looks to be another 
tremendous event folded into our regular service liturgy.  

Christmas Eve early service  PCLG will once again have the 4:00 Christmas Eve family service. It will 
feature our usual liturgy combined with lessons and carols. It’s a great way to begin Christmas for all 
ages. The Worship Band will bring the music along with Jennifer Baham on the piano and organ.  

Christmas Eve late Service  The Christmas Eve late service will be a 10 p.m. The choir, brass, strings, 
bells, youth choir and Margaret Kvamme and Katie Gueorguieva on piano and organ will play some of 
your favorite Christmas selections of music at this exciting service celebrating the birth of Jesus.  

2019  We will begin the New Year with our regular services. The Choir will return onl January 13.   

Musical Opportunities. The new year often ushers in various resolutions. If you are looking for a fun and 
inspirational experience, we would love to encourage you to join one of our many musical groups. The 
choir would be delighted to welcome you into our ranks.  Singing is a fresh and moving way to enhance 
your worship experience. The Worship Band and the Bell Choir is always looking for new talent. 

If you like to sing contemporary music or you play an instrument, Rita with the Worship Band would 
love to hear from you.    

If you enjoy hearing the Bell Choir and want to explore participating, Ruth Anne would also, love to 
hear from you.  Participating in creating music has been proven to enhance one’s life.  Come join us.  

All of us who provide worship through music wish you a very Happy and Blessed Holiday and New 
Year.

Peace, Michael Taylor, Music Director. michaelftaylor@comcast.net
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Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

Telephone: ____________________________________________________________

Number of plants: ____________________ Amount enclosed:__________

In honor of : ___________________________________________________________

In memory of: _________________________________________________________

In celebration of: _______________________________________________________

Time to Order Your Christmas Poinsettias

I     t’s that time again! Orders for Christmas poinsettias are 
now being taken. Only $10 each! You may even take your 

poinsettia home with you after either Christmas Eve service.
     Please return this order form with your check to the church 
office by Wednesday, December 12 so that your name and 
dedication may be printed in the bulletin. Checks payable to 
Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos.
 

Annual Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser  
Sunday, January 27

9 a.m. or after Worship

Come eat pancakes and give your support for our two annual 
Mexico Mission Trips!

Our High school group will host and serve as they prepare for 
their trip in February.
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During this Christmas season, we are reminded daily of gift giving. We receive countless e-mails and 
catalogs filled with ideas for holiday gifts for our family and friends. However, so much of it can feel over 
the top and unnecessary. As 2018 winds down, I am happy to report about the kind of giving I really 
enjoy: Giving to those in need!  
The mission committee and I were given the task of spending a significant portion of the PCLG 2017 
budget overage. Here are some of the many wonderful projects PCLG supported:
 Amor Ministries   Clean water project for the Alwa Foundation
 Rise Against Hunger   National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon
 Front Door Ministries

And very recently, we sent a check for $5,000 to the Presbytery of Sacramento to support the evacuees 
from the Camp fire. In addition, we plan to send an additional $5,000 this month, which includes many 
generous donations we received during our special collection for the fire victims. That’s my idea of gift 
giving!  
 Blessings this holiday season!
  Carol Smith
  Mission Elder

Pass Along Your Love of Reading!
Experts say that third grade is a kind of tipping point for 
students in developing the reading habits they’ll have for 
the rest of their lives. 

Children’s book author, M. C. Tillson (known at PCLG as 
Celeste Tillson Putnam) hopes to help with those reading 
habits by giving one of her books to each third grader 
in the schools she visits this year. The Muffin 2 project 
(named for the children’s classic If You Give a Moose a 

Muffin) specifically seeks to encourage reading in communities that already face daunting challenges, 
including Flint, Michigan and coastal North Carolina—communities where book ownership is not a 
given.

If you’d like to give a third grader a book, you can contribute to the Muffin 2 project at  
www.amwriting.com/muffin. The $5 cost covers the printing and shipping costs. You can learn more 
about Muffin 2 at mctillson.com.
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As we move into the busy holiday season I encourage you to count 
your blessings and hug those dear to you.  The recent fires and 
devastation are heart breaking.  I, personally, know several who have 

lost homes and a business in the Paradise area.  As we rally to support their community it reminds me 
to consider all we have and to cherish each day with those we love.

Practice for our Pre K program has begun and we look forward to celebrating the season on 
December 19th.  Children will be celebrating Christmas around the world in their classrooms and 
learning about the importance of giving (and not just receiving) in chapel.

In January we begin the process of enrollment for the 2019-2020 school year.  At this time we have 
wait lists forming for tours.  If you have a child 
between the ages of 2-5, and are interested in GFP, 
you are welcome to fill out a wait list form (located 
on our website) and email it to the school office.  
Should we have space that meets your needs we 
will contact you for a tour.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,

 Cory Mullins, Growing FootPrints Director 
growingfootprints@yahoo.com.   

News

Have a short note for 
the next issue of The Spire?
Submit your bulletin board 

items to 
carlo@pclg.org

If you are looking for a dog 
walker or sitter who loves 

dogs, I’m your person. Dogs 
love me and I’m sometimes 
called the “dog whisperer.” 

Whether you need assistance 
for the day, for the month, or 
regularly, I can help you out.

Call Fariba Samin at 
(408) 595-1183

References available by request.
Fariba is a member of 

PCLG

To our friends at PCLG, we thank you so much for your love and prayers during 
Sheila’s illness and Steve’s surgery. The meals provided by Caring Cuisine have been 
fabulous and so helpful. Thank you Deacons for caring and for the cuisine! It was 
wonderful! 
   With love and gratitude, 
    Sheila and Steve Norton



10

I am pleased to announce that Nick Norcia is Troop 339’s newest Eagle Scout with a 
Bronze Palm. Nick completed all requirements for scouting’s highest rank on November 
8, 2018.  
Nick began scouting as a Tiger Cub and earned his Arrow of Light with Pack 358 at Alta 
Vista School.  Shortly after bridging to Troop 339 in 2012, he attended Camp at Emerald 

bay on Catalina Island. He was hooked on boy scouting but struggled and felt a bit “lazy” on long hikes.
On his birthday in January 2014, Nick was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. He dropped 
school and extracurricular activities, including scouts, to focus on his recovery for a few years. His deep 
faith, close family and personal attitude helped him through those difficult times.
As he was feeling better, he had a chance encounter with Scout Leader McKee who encouraged him to 
return as he was able. Nick describes this as “The grace of God pushing me back to scouting”. He returned 
with new motivation and increasing energy.  
While undergoing chemotherapy, he decided to challenge himself and set his 
sights on attending Philmont Scout Ranch for a 12 day, 85 mile trek in New 
Mexico. His ability to convince his parents, Doctors, Scoutmasters and the 
camp to allow him to pursue this goal is a testament to his natural skill as 
a salesman.  Nick completed all aspects of the Philmont trek just 2 months 
after his last chemo treatment which included a grueling climb of Mt. Phillips 
to the elevation 11,500 feet.  Through his personal participation and role as 
Chaplain’s Aid, Nick inspired and offered moral support to the entire crew.
For Nick, a very meaningful aspect of the scout law is “a scout is Cheerful”.  
He credits choosing to be cheerful while in challenge, conflict or stress 
to be helpful not only to himself but also those around him.   Mentors 
recommending Nick for the honor of Eagle point to his exemplification of the 
“Brave” and “Reverent” aspects of the scout law.
Nick as thrived in scouting and exceeded the Eagle requirements earning 26 
Merit Badges, camped 58 nights, hiked 197 miles, and worked more than 48 
service hours under the auspices of Boy Scouts.  He lead scouts in building three hitting stations at Union 
Little League for his Eagle Project.  Nick is currently serving as our Senior Patrol Leader and training the 
next generation of scouts to lead.                                                                                                                                
In addition to his scouting accomplishments, Nick excels academically and leads on his Hockey team and 
Student Leadership at Leigh High School. 
Please join me in congratulating Nick Norcia for embodying the traits of Eagle Scout!
 Nancy Smith
 Advancement Chair, T339

Troop 339 News
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1 Margaret Ann Joiner
 Pat Jones
2 Jo Ann Khoobyarian
 Jan Mortensen
 Debbi Ricks
4 Cameron Logie
 Ron McCormick
 Tom Shafer
 Isabelle Watkins
5 Cindy Hilliard
 Mary Jane Bender
7 Heather Metz
8 Mildred Smith
9 Courtney Iqbal
 John Trujillo
11 Bob Kennedy
12 Ed Fotion
 Rafe Smith
14 Ted Bancroft
15 Caroline Smith
 Gloria Baker
16 Natalie Lane
 Sue Thomas
17 Ann Brookhart
 Lauren Fredericks
 Natalie Finkle

19 Gail Myers
 Mary Smith
20 Olivia Koury
 Vivian Gabel
21 Amelia Acosta
22 Dick Garland
 Juliana Damore
 Kathryn Damore
 Lucy Fainer
23 Doreen Barger
24 Erin Heath
 Shirley Byle
 John Caselli
 Anthony Caselli
 Erica Rader
25 Bill Strandberg
26 Steve Fainer
27 Daniel Thompson
 Jennifer O’Brien
 Joanne Thompson
28 Brian Jones
29 Chris Field
 Collette Lynner
 Derek vanKlaveren
 Griffin Sinclair
 Katie Clift
30 Samuel Nagalingam
 Stewart Berkshire

 Jon & Linda Bale

2 Choe & Jeri Hickman

6 Craig & Sarah Parks

17 Albert & Natlie Cerussi

26 David & Erica Rader

27 Jay & Tanya Kruse

28 Willis & Joan Brown

 Pam & Ted Bancroft

2 Natanya Cerussi
 Mark Miller
4 Chad Froman
 Joyce Gavino
 Kevin Michalicek
 Ryan Michalicek
6 Sue Michalicek
 Moustafa Kobanghe
7 Chris Hobbs
8 Skyler McKinnon
 Ian Froman
 David Michalicek
 Ying Smith
9 Mark Bodnarczuk
 Ruthanne Martinez
 Judy Thrasher
10 June Buchanan
 Karen Loomis
11 Julia Metz
12 Holly Boller

12 Kathy DeMerit
 Jason Kim
 Mandy Smith
13 Dave Heacock
 Toneh Thompson
15 Elsie Matt
16 Katy Rohrer
17 Jim Myers
18 Sabina Hernandez
 Celeste Putnam
 Mike Moore
20 Kristy Cole
 Ryan Gabel
 John Johnston
22 Marie Rector
23 Craig Parks
24 Mei-Lie Swenberg
25 Brenda Costanzo
 Mardie Dailey
28 Carina Castellino
31 Sarah Nelson
 Malcolm Bordelon

9 Scott & Janet Anvick 
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