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March 2019  

• Mom’s Morning Out
     March 2

• Ash Wednesday
     March 6

• Men’s Breakfast
     March 9

• Mexico Sunday
     March 10

• Rise Against Hunger Event
     March 30

• Palm Sunday
     April 14

• Maundy Thursday
     April 18

• Good Friday
     April 19

• Easter Sunday
     April 21

From the Pastor,
Rev. David G. 
Watermulder

Many of us will be 
“giving something 
up” for Lent, which 
often means people 
cut out chocolate, 
alcohol, TV-
watching, meat, 
sugar, sleeping in, 
Facebook, or any 
other number of 
supposed vices. 
Some of us will “take 
something on” for 

Lent, which means trying out an 
intentional practice such as daily 
prayer, walking with a friend, 
serving the poor, reading the 
Bible, doing yoga, or any variety 
of other “virtuous” activities.

The idea behind these twin 
practices of giving something up 
or taking something on is that 
they are meant to help us focus 
more on God’s presence with 
us. When we deny ourselves 
something that we like, or when 
we take on a habit that is hard 
to do, it can train our minds to 
notice God, trust God or thank 
God.

Sometimes though, we can 
miss the forest for the trees. We 
can get more wrapped up in 
the competition element (can 
you really go 40 days without 
dessert?!), rather than the point 
of the exercise. 

(Continued on page 2)

The other day, our 
daughter Abby came 
into the kitchen and 
informed me, “you 
know, money isn’t 
really worth anything. It only has 
value if we believe it does.”  

I wasn’t sure if this information 
had come from her class at school 
or a book she had read, or a 
friend. Maybe it was a ploy to get 
me to give her some money (since 
it really didn’t have any intrinsic 
value anyway).  

This month, we begin the church 
season of Lent. It starts on March 
6th with Ash Wednesday, goes 
through five Sundays, until Holy 
Week, which includes Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and finally Easter Sunday 
(April 21st).  

For Christians around the world, 
Lent is a season of preparation, 
where we seek to turn away from 
anything in our lives that holds 
us back from following Jesus, and 
to focus again on what God has 
done and is doing in these days.  
Lent is a holy time, but only if you 
let it be.
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(Continued from page 1) Jesus talks about this in the Gospel of 
Matthew, where he says, “beware of practicing your piety in public.”

The point of what we do (or don’t do) during Lent is to build our 
spiritual lives and faith, rather than to show off, to be admired, or 
to be commended. That’s part of the fine line that we walk during 
Lent. It can be a spiritually rich experience, but it is best shared 
with others. If you are taking on or giving up for Lent, don’t keep it 
to yourself, but share it with your spouse or family or close friends. 
That’s a way to have accountability and encouragement. None of us is 
meant to walk alone.

At the same time, it doesn’t need to be a badge of honor or something 
that is constantly being proclaimed on Facebook. Let God work on 
you from the inside out.

In the end, the practices of Christian people during Lent are like 
the currency that Abby was telling me about. In and of themselves, 
they may not have value. Except in the ways that you give them 
importance and let them be valuable in your spiritual life.  

As a church there are opportunities ahead to participate together 
in things that we ascribe value and importance to. I invite you to 
join in fully in the life of our church in this season. That includes 
the special evening worship services, the Supper and Study series, 
the opportunities for service, the weekly devotionals, and all that 
happens on Sunday mornings.

Underlying all that we are doing, thinking and talking about is the 
reality that God is actually here among us.  Present and active: 
calling, comforting and challenging.  My prayer is that you will see 
more of this reality during this Lenten season ahead.

     

God bless you, 

Pastor Dave

Ministry Fellows - Opportunity for Young Leaders this Summer

As part of the Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos’ vision to empower younger 
people into new avenues of leadership and faith, the PCLG Ministry Fellows 
Program seeks to give young people who have already demonstrated leadership 
aptitude in church life the opportunity to expand their ministry experience and 
responsibility. The Fellows program is conceived as a team effort in supporting 
the mission, worship, youth, children’s and community life ministries of PCLG. 
Church leadership staff will engage Fellows in reflection time as well as supervise 
their ministry responsibilities & contributions. Ministry Fellows are paid, part-
time positions.
The application and more information can be found online at  
www.pclg.org/ministry-fellows.
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We deacons enjoyed meeting you our flocks at Meet Your Deacon Sunday in the social hall after church 
on February 10. Thanks to everybody who joined us under the balloons and munched our cookies. A 
special thanks to Suzie Hansen and Dana Parker for shepherding the meet-up. 
And from the fold a warm woolly welcome to Christina and Andy Macica, our newest deacons. You 
may know Christina and Andy as singers in the PCLG choir.  We are very happy to have them join our 
crook-y crew.
Just a reminder that we deacons are out and about every communion Sunday (the first Sunday of the 
month) bringing the Eucharist to you in your home or hospital bed if you are ill. If you would like to 
receive home communion, call either the church office or Mary Kay Baker (616-291-9675) the day 
before.

Shawl Ministry      PCLG’s prayer shawl ministry began in 2007.  That year, we gave out 10 prayer 
shawls.  At present, we have given out close to 300 prayer shawls.  We have a variety of prayers that 
are given out with the shawls. There are prayers for times of strife, grief, illness, new mothers and care 
givers.  Prayer shawls are also given to the folks in Mexico along with the keys to their new home.  

Most (but not all) of the time, the shawls are given by the Deacons.  Bob Butziger connected us with 
a group of Turkish women.  They have made some of our prayer shawls.  Knitting and crocheting 
transcends language and cultural barriers.  Your prayer shawl is a reminder that you are not alone. As 
it wraps around you, remember that you are a part of a community of faith, with people who love, care 
and are praying for you.  The shawl is yours to keep forever.

St Mary’s in Los Gatos looked at our prayer shawl ministry as a guide to help them establish their own 
program.  Anyone is welcome to make a prayer shawl.  You may knit, crochet, weave and use whatever 
pattern and yarn you like.  We do have yarn and patterns are available in Pastor Erica’s office.  From time 
to time since 2007, we have had a blessing of the prayer shawls [somewhat similar to the Kirken O’ the 
Tartans we used to have].   

In February, we began something new.  Following the lead of other churches, we have a basket in the 
narthex with yarn.  Some people listen better when their hands are knitting or crocheting.  There are 
knitting needles and a crochet hook in the basket with the yarn.  The patterns are simple and included 
in the basket as well.  Two of the projects are prayer shawls, and the third is a washcloth.  The prayer 
shawls will be given out by the Deacons, the washcloth will go to Sophia’s Layette.  

When Pastor Jack Longley had his heart surgery, his prayer shawl was with him at the hospital.  As a 
result, he introduced many folks to prayer shawl ministry. As our Deacons tend to our PCLG family, it is 
similar to caring for a flock.  Sheep are in a flock and supply us with wool—see how it all knits together?  
1 Peter 5:2 Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not by constraint but willingly.
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A few weeks before our recent trip to Mexico, a small group of students and were sharing in my office about 
our hopes and fears and expectations for the trip. Since there had already been so much rain in January, and 
anticipating a bigger house project than we were ultimately granted, I wondered aloud if this would be the year 
we didn’t finish. The wide-eyed on junior Lauren Clift’s face should have been a clue that this could be a big deal. 
Then my wonderings became reality.
If you’ve heard anything about our trip, you might have heard it was cold and/or wet and/or muddy. And 
perhaps you heard the most frustrating thing of all: we didn’t finish the homes we went to build. 
I talk about it as the coldest, wettest, hardest trip we’ve ever been on. Carlo and I can each count 25 trips under 
our belts at this point and this trip was a whole different animal - from the weather, to the cold, to the muddy 
swamp of flat ground dug into steep, undeveloped hillside, to the materials being way down hill, and so it goes. 
Unless you were there, even if you’ve been before, it’s hard to imagine; and if you’ve never been, well, it’s darn 
near indescribable.
My job for two of the days was to carry buckets of sand and gravel uphill on my shoulders from a pile of sand 
150-200 yards down hill. The “trail” was far-too sludgy to use a wheelbarrow for this, so we had to carry it all. A 
rotating cast of students and adults slogged up and down. Every bucket was about one half of one wheelbarrow’s 
worth of one ingredient in the mix for concrete. Usually, we need at least 200 wheelbarrows of concrete to pour a 
foundation for a house, so that’s a lot of buckets.
Early in the trip, one of our seniors, Abby Hoekstra shared Jesus’ words from Matthew: “if you have faith the 
size of a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘move!’ and it will move.” After that, bucket by bucket, I 
reminded myself Jesus didn’t give the mountain a deadline--we moved what we could, as faithfully as we could.
But in the end, we left those sites unfinished. Concrete was poured! Walls and a roof went on both houses. Yet, 
as the rain began again on Wednesday afternoon, we had to leave those skeletal structures for another group to 
finish into homes.
Leaving was hard. From this town, amongst these people of advanced degrees and students that get SAT tutoring 
even when they have 4.8 GPAs, we do not allow ourselves to fail. Not finishing two houses is an exceptionally 
tangible failure; at least it felt that way in the moment. 
Maybe every once in a while, we should learn that we can’t save the world, or someone’s world, in 4 days. The 
world is far more complicated than a home that teenagers can build with hand tools. And so are each of us! We 
left with unfinished business, just as we are unfinished ourselves. We are, mission trippers and mission senders, 
each one of us, unfinished. 
Every new job, every new grade, or every time we do something better than we did before, we might start feeling 
like we’ve figured it out. Our students talk about youth group as the place where they can be themselves. I get so 
excited when they talk like this, because God loves them just as they are. But God doesn’t want any of us to stay 
just as we are. God aims to transform us. God aims to take the sludgy, messy, up and downs of each of us (or if 
you prefer, our dry bones), and transform us into homes worthy of the presence that already lives there, that is, 
Godself.
So, this trip: unfinished. You and me: unfinished. God’s work: already complete yet always ongoing. Praise be to 
God. Making mountains move on the only timeline: God’s own.
Love, Steve Fainer, Director of Youth Ministries
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The month of March is going to be a very 
busy one for many of the music groups at 
PCLG.  On Sunday, March 10 at 3:00, the 

Chancel Choir, the Bell Choir, the Brass, Strings and all three of our Organists/Pianists will perform our 
annual music concert.  

This year, the Choir and soloists, accompanied by Organ and Strings, will sing Francesco Durante’s 
Magnificat.  This piece was written in the late Baroque era and though only 10 minutes long, it is a very 
vibrant and brilliant piece with musical moments that will delight and inspire. 

The Brass will perform The Ladies of Spain, a rhythmic and reminiscent suite.

Additionally, the Bell Choir will perform and special pieces featuring Organ, Piano, Choir and Chamber 
Choir will also  be performed. 

We hope you will be able to join us on March 10th. 

Look for the Choir and Worship Band on Sundays along with all of the musical groups celebrating in 
worship at PCLG throughout March and beyond. 

Peace, 

 Michael Taylor, Music Director.
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Adult Ed has an exciting series of classes through the  
end of the school year:

•	 The Gospel of Mark.  Now through March 17 (except March 
3), our 9 am Bible Study will be exploring the Gospel of 
Mark.  Come to one class or all.  Join us in deepening our 
understanding of the Gospel and share what it says to you.  
Study is in the Fireside Room

•	 The History of Baptism and the Eucharist.  March 24 - April 
7:  As we move towards Easter, Adult Ed will be leading a 3 
week study about the History of Baptism and the Eucharist.  
Join us on Sundays from March 24-April 7 in the Fireside 
Room at 9 am to understand and discuss how some of our 
most sacred practices evolved.

•	 Supper and Study.  From 6pm-8pm on Wednesdays March 20 
and April 3 in the Social Hall, we will be sharing a meal and 
discussing Martin Luther King’s “Letter from Birmingham 
Jail”.  Come one or both Wednesday evenings.  A simple 
dinner and childcare will be provided.

•	 No Sunday Morning Bible Study on Palm Sunday or Easter 
Sunday (April 14 and 21).

•	 How the Bible Came to Be.  Our school year ends with a 
5-week series on How the Bible Came to Be.  Join us in the 
Fireside Room on Sundays mornings, April 28 -  May 26, from 
9-9:50 to learn about and discuss the Bible’s fascinating history.

•	 Summer Break (no Sunday morning Bible Study) begins on 
June 2.

PCLG’s Book Club meets 
once a month, and new folks 
are always welcome! 

Mark your calendar for Book-
ends’ 10th Annual Book Sale 

Sundays, February 17&24 
during coffee hour.

Set up/book delivery:  
February 16 (time TBD)

Suggested donation: $1/book

Proceeds this year will go to 
support Chicks in Crisis, a 
non-profit in Elk Grove, CA 
that helps single moms.

www.chicksincrisis.org

Questions/info? 
Contact Sue Hansen at 

paigeturner007@hotmail.com.

March
The Little Paris Bookshop 

by Nina George

April
Lillian Boxfish Takes a 

Walk 
by Kathleen Rooney

May
White Teeth

 by Zadie Smith

June
Treasure Island

by Robt. L Stevenson

Please join us on Saturday, 
May 4 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
in the Fireside Room to get 
to know each other, get to 

know the church, and share lunch together.
Refreshments, childcare and lunch will be provided. RSVP online at 
pclg.org/signup.
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All-Church Mexico 
2018

June 22-29 
You’re Invited!

Please consider joining 
us this summer for 
a one-week Mission 
Trip to Northern 
Mexico to build homes 
for families in need. 
Hopefully you will 
join us for one of the 

information sessions* after worship (dates will be announced in the coming weeks in worship 
bulletins and weekly e-mails) to learn more about the trip. If you are interested in the trip but 
unable to attend one of the meetings, please e-mail us at mexico@pclg.org or call Carlo at the 
church office (408-356-6156) for more information. 
*Returning trip participants are welcome, but not required, to attend the informational sessions.

 Join other men from PCLG for the second in a series of breakfasts, where we will enjoy food, 
prayer on conversation around tables. Have questions? Want to help? Please contact Dave 
Rader (rader.dave@gmail.com).
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Ash Wednesday Service
Start the season off with a special evening service on Ash Wednesday.  

Come to the Chapel (connected to the Social Hall) for an hour of singing,  
praying, reflecting, and, of course, ashes.

March 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel

Supper & Study
From 6-8 p.m. on Wednesdays, March 20 and April 3 in the Social Hall, we will be sharing a meal and 

discussing Martin Luther King’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail.” Come one or both Wednesday evenings.  
A simple dinner and childcare will be provided.

Wednesdays, March 20 & April 3. 6 p.m. supper, 6:45 p.m. program

Palm Sunday Service
Come to church early (the donkey arrives around 9) to get a palm, meet the donkey in the courtyard, have a 

photo taken and join the procession into the sanctuary. After worship we will have our annual Egg Hunt. 

Sunday, April 14 

Messiah Sing
This is an excellent opportunity for worship through song, Bible Study,  

outreach to your friends, fellowship at the reception,  
and service by volunteering to help!

Come to the Messiah Sing table at the fellowship hour after worship to pick up your FREE (but required) 
tickets, or e-mail your request to messiahsing@pclg.org. More information can be found online at www.pclg.

org/messiah. 

Sunday, April 14 – 7:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Communion Service
April 18 at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel

Good Friday Service
April 19 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday Services
Celebrate the resurrection of Christ at one (or more!) of our Easter Sunday services! 

April 21

Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m. in the Redwood Grove
Twin Services at 9 & 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

For more information on these and other events, please visit www.pclg.org/events
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We have had a chill in the air, snow capped hills and puddle jumping 
days.  We look forward to spring and sunshine in our future!  

Our March calendar will include picture day, progress reports and 
wrapping up our tours for the 2019-2020 school year.   Our chapel focus will be “self control” and 
keeping our mind and body healthy.

A BIG welcome back to Beth Hobbs!  We look forward to her “in person” support for the next few 
months as she soaks up some California sunshine.  

 Happy Spring!

 Blessings,

 Cory Mullins, Growing FootPrints Director 

 growingfootprints@yahoo.com.   

News

Easter Flowers

Orders for Easter flowers are now being taken. You will be able to take your plant 
home after the 11 a.m. Easter service on April 21.

Plants are $10 each. Please return this order form with your check to the church 
office by Monday, April 8. 

Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
Telephone: _________________________________________
Number of lilies:_____ Amount Enclosed: _____________

In celebration of: ___________________________________
In honor of: ________________________________________

In memory of:  _____________________________________

 Please make checks payable to the Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos.
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10 Romy & Annie Zeid

20 Jin Kim & Soon Lee

29 Ron & Patricia Rose

4 Beth Bordelon
5 Kathy Derby
7 Chris Bollinger
 Aylene Kuhn
 Bill Rehbock
8 Nolan Carlen
 Mike Langner
 Hansen Yao
9 Audrey Christianson
 Alicia Herman
10 Sharlene Thompson
12 Janet Robinson
 Jeri Hickman

14 Elizabeth Nelson
15 Jo Ann 
 vanBallegooijen
16 Toni Koury
18 Keyston Smith
19 Marlynn Harwood
20 Rachel Larson
22 Paul Greenland
 George Taylor
24 Allison Webb-Perez
27 Sarah Lasher
 Joshua Thompson
28 Austin Schultz
30 Mark Creamer

Worship on sundays

Adult Education 9 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary   10 a.m.
“God’s Place” Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time   11 a.m.

BiBLE sTudy Groups
Men’s Bible Study Wednesday 6:30 a.m.
Pastor’s Bible Study Wednesday 2:00 p.m.
Theology on Tap 1st Monday 8 p.m.

FELLoWship Groups

Friends, Food, Fellowship   2nd Saturday 6 p.m.
The Voyagers          3rd Saturday Fellowship & Service
Buoys & Gulls Various Various
Mates Various Various
Happy Paint Thursday 10:00 a.m.
Bookends Various Various
CoveKnit Group Wednesday 7 p.m.

prEsByTErian WoMEn
Home  AM Groups 3rd Thursday 9:30 a.m.
PCLG AM (“WoW”) Group  Thursday 10 a.m.
PCLG Noon Group 2nd Thursday 12 p.m.

MusiC MinisTriEs
Los Cascabeles Tuesday 6 p.m.
Chancel Brass Wednesday 7:45 p.m.
Worship Band Thursday 7 p.m.
Chancel Choir Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Chancel Strings Friday 7:30 p.m.
Joyful Voices Sunday 11:30 a.m.
Youth Choir Sunday 6:30 p.m.

youTh MinisTriEs

Middle School SNiFF Sunday 5 p.m.
High School YG  Sunday 7:30 p.m.



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos
16575 Shannon Road
Los Gatos, CA 95032
408.356.6156, fax: 408.358.4167
www.pclg.org

NONPROFIT ORG.
 U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

CAMPBELL, CA 
PERMIT NO. 7034

Service in the Chapel.
Wednesday, March 6, 7:30 p.m.


